
-Luke 10: 8-9

Whatever town you enter and they welcome you, eat 
what is set before you, cure the sick in it and say to 
them, “The kingdom of God is at hand for you.”

St. John 
the Evangelist Parish 
115 Middlesex Street 
North Chelmsford

St. Margaret 
of Scotland Parish 
374 Stevens Street 
Lowell

St. Mary Parish 
25 North Road 
Chelmsford 

Weekend Mass Schedule
St. John • Saturday, 4 pm/ Sunday, 9:30 am and 6 pm
                • African Liturgy, 12 pm: 2nd, 3rd, 4th Sundays 
St. Margaret • Saturday, 4 pm/ Sunday, 7:30 and 10 am
St. Mary • Saturday, 4 pm/ Sunday, 7 and 11 am

Daily Mass Schedule
Monday - Friday
7 am at St. Mary • 8 am at St. Margaret • 9 am at St. John

Sacrament of Reconciliation
Monday • 4:30 - 5:30 pm • St. John
Tuesday • 4:30 - 5:30 pm • St. Margaret
Wednesday • 4:30 - 5:30 pm • St. Mary
Saturday • 11 am - 12 noon at St. Mary
                   • 1 pm - 2 pm at St. Margaret 
                   • 3 pm - 3:45 pm at St. John 

LIVEVIEW Devotions
Monday - Friday 
     3 pm • Chaplet of Divine Mercy at St. John
     7 pm • Rosary at St. Mary

Eucharistic Adoration
Wednesdays (Sep-Jun) • 9 am - 3 pm • St. Margaret OLL Chapel
Thursdays • 12:00 - 9:00 pm • St. Mary Adoration Chapel
First Fridays • 3:00 - 9:00 pm • St. John OPC Chapel

Prayer Line
To have prayers said for yourself or a loved one, 
call the parish office and ask for ext. 223. After hours, 
press 5.

Parish Office Location and Hours
115 Middlesex Street • North Chelmsford, 01863
(978) 256-2374 | www.theholyrood.org

Monday, Tuesday, Thursday • 9:00 am - 5:00 pm
Wednesday • 9:30 am - 5:00 pm
Friday • 9:00 am - 3:00 pm

*Please read en!re bulle!n for poten!al schedule changes



ekly caldar
Monday, July 4
Chaplet of Divine Mercy • CANCELLED
Confession • CANCELLED
Rosary • 7 pm • CANCELLED

Tuesday, July 5
Chaplet of Divine Mercy • 3 pm • SJE LIVEVIEW
Confession • 4:30 - 5:30 pm • St. Margaret Church
Rosary • 7 pm • SM LIVEVIEW

Wednesday, July 6
Chaplet of Divine Mercy • 3 pm • SJE LIVEVIEW
Confession • 4:30 - 5:30 pm • St. Mary Church
Rosary • 7 pm • SM LIVEVIEW

Thursday, July 7
Charismatic Prayer Group • 10 am • ZOOM 
Rosary Makers • 10:30 am - 12 pm • SM PC Conf Room 2
Adoration • 12 - 9 pm • SM PC Adoration Chapel
Chaplet of Divine Mercy • 3 pm • SJE LIVEVIEW
BINGO • doors open 3:30 pm/ first game 6:45 pm • SJE Hall
Rosary • 7 pm • SM LIVEVIEW
SM Choir Rehearsal • 7:30 pm • SM Church

Friday, July 8
First Friday Adoration • 3 - 9 pm • SJE OPC Adoration Chapel
Knitting and Crocheting • 3 - 5 pm • St. Mary Hall
Chaplet of Divine Mercy • 3 pm • SJE LIVEVIEW
Rosary • 7 pm • SM LIVEVIEW

Saturday, July 9
Confessions

11 am - 12 pm: St. Mary
1 - 2 pm: St. Margaret
3 - 3:45 pm: St. John

Weekend Of June 25th/26th
Weekend Mass Attendance

St. Mary

4 pm 7 am 11 am

132 121 168

St. Margaret of Scotland

4 pm 7:30 am 10 am

87 53 116

St. John the Evangelist

4 pm 9:30 am 6 pm

121 176 105

What’s the worst 
thing about 

ancient history 
lessons?

continued on page 9

246thIn observance of the July 4th holiday, 
the parish offices will be closed on Monday, July 4th. 
LIVEVIEW devotions, as well as St. John Confessions, will be cancelled.

Beautification Offering
This offering funds the beautification of St. 
John’s Altar. Your voluntary donation can be 
accompanied by the request that it be 
“In Memory/Appreciation Of”, or “For the 
Intentions Of” someone. 

’

Danny Calnan
Mr and Mrs William Chase

Joanne Merwin
Mr and Mrs Joseph Palermo

Mr and Mrs Peter Pedulla
Barbara A Regan



 Heather Hannaway 

America! America! God Mend Thine Every Flaw  

For most of us, from the time we are very young, we 
are taught about those “certain unalienable rights 
that among these are Life, Liberty and the pursuit of  
happiness.” For others, like my Great Grandparents, 
who traveled, with danger and difficulty, from the Old 
Country to the New World those words were heard as 
promises and possibilities, dreams and hopes. What 
led them to make such sacrifices and endure so many 
struggles, to join the “huddled masses yearning to be 
free”?   

They would look out, across the Great Ocean ahead, 
their hearts filled with hope because of one word and 
all that it meant: “America.” Because so many of those 
strangers and sojourners not only held the gift of 
hope but also the blessing of faith, they would have no 
difficulty understanding and accepting where these 
“unalienable rights” originated. We are “endowed by 
the Creator” with them. These rights are given to us 
from God who made us in His own image and  
likeness. The Declaration of Independence, containing 
these awesome words, was approved, and adopted by 
the Second Continental Congress, but the rights 
themselves are gifts from God, our Creator, to us, His 
beloved Creation. People, like my Great Grandparents 
and so many others, came to America because they  
believed these “gifts” from God were waiting here for 
them and were eager to receive them.   

Throughout salvation history the people of God had 
moments, just like we do today, where they had no 
faith in the “gift” of Jesus or the gifts He came to  
offer. It is important to remember that this has been 
an ongoing struggle. To not remain lost in our  
unbelief we need to remain close to the sacraments, 
strengthen our prayer life and family life, and open 
our hearts as a community of faith to one another. 
Allowing for different hopes, dreams and differing 
opinions yet always recognizing they need to be kept 
framed in the context of God’s liberty and truth. If we 
can set aside the divisions and distractions of this 
world and believe in his promises we will receive the 
gift of everlasting Life, true Freedom, and Happiness 
with Him forever in His Kingdom in Heaven.   

As we gather this Holiday weekend, to celebrate our 
nation and our world emerging from all the  
pandemic hardships, let us pause at home or at 
Church, in backyards or beaches to remember and 
give thanks to our Creator who is also our Father, our 
Savior who is also our Brother, and the gift of America 
which will always be “”One Nation, Under God” in 
whom we trust and believe.  

God bless America!  

From our Director of Faith Formation 
 

Clergy 
 

Reverend Brian E. Mahoney, PASTOR 
fr.brian@theholyrood.org | (978) 254-0560 
 

Reverend Fernando Ayala, PAROCHIAL VICAR 
frfernando@theholyrood.org | (978) 401-9844 
 

Reverend Joseph Ferme, PAROCHIAL VICAR (SUMMER) 
frjoseph@theholyrood.org | ext 114 
 

Reverend Patrick Alemayo, AFRICAN COMMUNITY CHAPLAIN 
fr.patrickalemayo@theholyrood.org  
 

Reverend Arnold F. Colletti, SR. PRIEST IN RESIDENCE 
frcolletti@theholyrood.org | ext 116 
 

Reverend Raymond Benoit, SR. PRIEST IN RESIDENCE 
frray@theholyrood.org | ext 115 
 

Deacon John C. Hunt, Jr., PERMANENT DEACON 
deaconjohn@theholyrood.org | (978) 254-2696 
 

Deacon Frank Perez de Alderete, PERMANENT DEACON 
deaconfrank@theholyrood.org | (978) 633-5408  
 

Deacon Barry V. Lloyd., SR. PERMANENT DEACON 
deac5@comcast.net | (978) 454-6505  
 

Outreach & Parish Ministry 
 

Sr. Lori Fleming, SNDdeN, PASTORAL ASSOCIATE 
srlori@theholyrood.org | ext 225 
 

Business Office  
 

Paul Firicano, COLLABORATIVE BUSINESS MANAGER 
pfiricano@theholyrood.org | ext 220 
 

Tina Sousa, FINANCE SUPPORT 
tsousa@theholyrood.org | ext 219 
 

Family Faith Formation 
 

Heather Hannaway, MA , DIR OF FAITH FORMATION 
hhannaway@theholyrood.org | ext 226 
 

Courtney Callanan, MA, ASST DIR OF FAITH FORMATION 
courtney@theholyrood.org | ext 227 
 

Shaun Bradley, FAITH FORMATION ASSOCIATE 
sbradley@theholyrood.org | ext 232 
 

Elaine Kindler, FAITH FORMATION PROGRAM ADMINISTRATOR 
ekindler@theholyrood.org | ext 216 
 

Lynn Anne LaDuke, FAITH FORMATION COORDINATOR 
lynnanne@theholyrood.org | ext 240 
 

Office Administration 
 

Sue Beechin, ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT 
sue@theholyrood.org | ext 236 
 

Donna Gambon, PART-TIME ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT 
dgambon@theholyrood.org | ext 248 
 

Rae Russo, PART-TIME FUNERAL COORDINATOR 
rae@theholyrood.org | (978) 306-5882 
 

Facilities 
 

Dan Heider, FACILITIES MANAGER 
dheider@theholyrood.org | ext 213 
 

Jamie Brown, FACILITY OPERATIONS COORDINATOR 
jbrown@theholyrood.org | ext 239 
 

Bulletin, Website, Social Media 
 

Christine Trznadel, COMMUNICATIONS DIRECTOR 
christine@theholyrood.org | (978) 254-4406 



here’s what’s happg The Holy
The Holy Rood Collaborative is organizing it’s 
annual School Supply Drive for those in need 
right here in our own community!  All donations 
will be given to the Lowell Wish Project to be 
handed out to local students in time for their first 
day of school! 

We are challenged to meet and exceed the generosity of last year when we stuffed 273 backpacks with 7,575 pieces 
of school supplies! Donation Boxes will be in placed at each church beginning on the weekend 
of July 16th/17th and will remain in place through Friday, July 29th. We ask that you fill them 
with NEW, UNOPENED items from the following list. Please don’t stray from this list as these are 
the items that have been specifically requested for this event. 

new backpacks spiral notebooks folders
pack of 10 pencils pencil sharpener pens
pink style or cap erasers 12” ruler metal scissors
pack of markers box of colored pencils glue sticks/ bottled glue
24 pack crayons

You also have the option of donating a filled backpack. If you choose this option, each new backpack must be filled with 
the following:

1 new backpack 3 spiral notebooks 3 folders 1 pack of 10 pencils
1 pencil sharpener 2 or more pens 1 metal scissors 1 12” ruler
1pink style or 3-4 cap erasers 1 24-pack crayons 1 pack markers or colored pencils
2-3 glue sticks or 1 bottle of glue OPTIONAL: Science Calculator for High School

And yet another option! You can purchase directly from Amazon (link below) and your purchase will be shipped 
directly to The Wish Project. Be sure to select “GIFT OPTION,” but do not have it wrapped. In the message section, state 
that your gift is on behalf of The Holy Rood Collaborative, allowing for tracking. The Amazon link to be used to make 
your purchase can be found at www.theholyrood.org/back-pack-attack.

Lastly, if you wish to make a financial donation, you are asked to donate directly to the Lowell Wish Project, whose link 
can be found at www.theholyrood.org/back-pack-attack. Of course, you can make a donation in any amount you wish, 
but here are some ‘pre-packaged’ options: a $60 donation provides a backpack filled with all the needed supplies; a 
$1,500 donation sponsors a classroom, providing 20 students with filled backpacks!

Thank you in advance for your generous support of our kids in need and the Lowell Wish Project. 
It is YOU who can make a difference;

one glue stick… one folder… one crayon at a time!

Box Decorators
We are looking for some help in decorating the (8) collection boxes that will be placed 
throughout all our churches into which donations can be placed.

    WHO: Adults and Kids… DATE: Saturday, July 16… TIME: 9 - 10 am… WHERE: St. John Parking Lot 

Sorters and Stuffers
We are looking for some help in sorting all donations then stuffing them into the backpacks.
WHO: Adults and Kids… DATE: Friday, July 29… TIME: Sorters... 4 - 5 pm/ Stuffers... 5 - 7 pm
WHERE: Wish Project Parking Lot/ 166 Middlesex Street/ North Chelmsford, MA 01863 

                   To sign up for either of these opportunities, please visit www.theholyrood.org/back-pack-attack



Father Joseph grew up on Long 
Island, New York, moving to the 
Boston area for college in 2011. He 
majored in Biochemistry and 
Molecular Biology at Boston 
University, graduating in 2015. 
During his time at Boston University, 
he was very much influenced by the 
Newman Center there and its 

community. It was here where he began thinking about 
the priesthood. Following graduation, he volunteered 
for one year with the Newman Center, and entered 
St. John’s Seminary in Brighton the next year.

After two years of philosophical studies at St. John’s, 
Father Joseph was asked to continue his seminary 
formation at the North American College in Rome. He 
received the Baccalaureate in Sacred Theology in 
2021 from the Pontifical University of St. Thomas 
Aquinas. He is currently pursuing a License in Canon 
Law at the Pontifical Gregorian University which will be 
completed in 2024.

Father Joseph was ordained a priest for the 
Archdiocese of Boston on May 21, 2022. While still in 
the midst of his studies, Father Joseph will engage in 
ministry here in The Holy Rood Collaborative during 
these summer months.

Father Joseph enjoys reading and talking theology, 
and good novels as well. He enjoys making and sharing 
craft coffee, and likes to run, play tennis, and golf.

Rd Coaborative commity

Introducing Fr. Joseph Ferme

rawberry FESTIVAL
Thank you to ALL of you who supported our recent 
Strawberry Festival Fundraiser! Between shortcake and 
raffle ticket sales, $700 was raised, to help fund this year’s 
summer Bible Vacation Fun! And a hearty...

to Drew
Jubinville, 

the winner of the Wine/Lottery Ticket raffle basket!

So… just WHAT IS    
this Catholic Heart 
Work Camp thing?

Catholic Heart Work Camp was founded in 1993 in 
Orlando, FL with a single camp and has grown to over 50 
locations WORLDWIDE!  It is a summer mission trip for youth 
and adults, where they are given the opportunity to serve 
those less fortunate than themselves and grow in their faith. 
They work hard, serve tirelessly, think deeply, celebrate 
Mass and build relationships. They dance, laugh, pray, grow 
and play a part in transforming lives and communities for 
Christ. The heart of CHWC is to gather and celebrate our 
Catholic faith. Each camper can count on receiving a 
renewed faith through the Eucharist, youth-friendly 
liturgies, reconciliation and community building.

Our youth have been attending Catholic Heart Work Camp 
for over a decade, where it was first introduced to the St. 
John’s community! This year will be our third year in a row—
omitting 2020 due to the pandemic—that our youth will be 
heading to North Haledon, NJ. This year’s theme is Upside 
Down. To read more about this theme, this year’s trip and all 
past trips, please visit our website at...

www.theholyrood.org/catholic-heart-work-camp

To read about CHWC’s mission and purpose, visit...

www.heartworkcamp.com

To read about the Hand2Heart Fundraising Campaign, 
please visit:

www.theholyrood.org/hand-2-heart

This year is SUPER important to reach—and dare we 
suggest—exceed our goal of $6,000! As we are at the 
mercy of the ever-increasing price at the pump, we are 
extremely appreciative of your continued generosity.

It was so nice to hear from 
Fr. Fernando via last week’s 
bulletin. Let us return the gift 
by having him HEAR FROM 
US!!!

As a show of love and 
support, we will be sending 
him a care package in early 
August. If anyone would like 

to include a card or letter in this care package, we ask 
that you return it to us NO LATER THAN Friday, July 
29th. We need to limit to ONLY cards and letters as 
we need to be sure that we stay within the 
international shipping requirements.

You can return your card/letter via the offertory 
basket, black drop boxes, hand delivery to the parish 
offices or via the baskets that will be located in each 
of our churches. Please address your card simply to 
“Fr. Fernando” and we will take care of the rest!
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St. Mary St. John St. Margaret

  Promoting the Gospel (June 19) $1,852 $1,388 $1,866

Weekend of
June 18/19

Fiscal TYD
June 26

Fiscal YTD
Average/Week

Weekend of
June 25/26

Offertory Required to cover Budgeted Expenses  $15,000 $765,000 $15,000$15,000

Actual Received $11,723 $735,401 $14,420$12,818

Shortfall/ Overage -$3,277 -$29,599 -$580-$2,182

Weekend of
June 18/19

Fiscal TYD
June 26

Fiscal YTD
Average/Week

Weekend of
June 25/26

Offertory Required to cover Budgeted Expenses  $9,500 $484,500 $9,500$9,500

Actual Received $8,651 $495,200 $9,710$9,045

Shortfall/ Overage -$849 $10,700 $210-$455

Weekend of
June 18/19

Fiscal TYD
June 26

Fiscal YTD
Average/Week

Weekend of
June 25/26

Offertory Required to cover Budgeted Expenses  $4,630 $236,130 $4,630$4,630

Actual Received $5,720 $223,725 $4,387$3,763

Shortfall/ Overage $1,090 -$12,405 -$243-$867

We would like to thank you and your Pastor, Rev. Brian Mahoney, for 
inviting us to come to speak to you about the Missions. Next weekend, 
July 9/10, there will be 2 missionary priests who will speak to you on 

behalf of the Society of St. Peter the Apostle, which is part of the Mission Office in our Archdiocese of Boston. 

The Society of St. Peter the Apostle is under the Holy Father. It is the official Mission Agency of the Catholic 
Church in the world. It is dedicated to supporting the formation and education of seminarians and religious men 
and women in the missions. Every year, the society funds most of the tuition and living expenses of 
seminarians and novices in the mission countries. 

Even though there are many vocations in the missions, it is very difficult in most cases to convince young 
people to embrace religious life or priestly vocations. Unfortunately, for those who accept the Lord’s call, it is 
difficult for them to convince their parents and relatives to sponsor their seminary and religious formation and 
education. Because many of the families are poor, they need to spend their meager resources to educate their 
children who will later get jobs to help support them and their siblings. 

It is for this reason that the Holy Father’s office of the Society of St. Peter the Apostle calls upon those who can 
afford to support the missions with funds to educate those in priestly and religious formation. It is for this reason 
that we ask that you open your hearts to the call of the Holy Spirit and be as generous as you can in the 
financial and prayerful support for those in the missions, seminarians and novices. These are the future of our 
Church in the Missions. Thank you!

Fcial Page



FamilyFaithFormati
Heather Hannaway, MA • Director of Faith Formation • hhannaway@theholyrood.org • ext 226
Courtney Callanan, MA • Assistant Director of Faith Formation • courtney@theholyrood.org • ext 227
Shaun Bradley • Faith Formation Associate • sbradley@theholyrood.org • ext 232
Elaine Kindler • Faith Formation Program Administrator • ekindler@theholyrood.org • ext 216
Lynn Anne LaDuke • Faith Formation Coordinator • lynnanne@theholyrood.org • ext 240

Uniting the Heart of the Church with the Heart of the Home

Its time to not only show 
off your Mary garden, but 
to share the Mary story that 
each plant IN your garden 
represents...

Email your pictures and
stories to Heather at
hhannaway@theholyrood.org.

Register
TODAY!

$175* for 1 child
$260* for 2 children
$290* for 3 or more children

*Please add $50 to First 
Eucharist, Confirmation I and 
Confirmation II registrations.

Please do not delay registration 
due to finances. Payment plans can 
always  be arranged, and financial 
aid may be available. Also, please 
note that no deposit is required to 
register.

visit www.theholyrood.org/
faith-formation-registration, 
then select the church in which 
you are registering.

When registering, please 
remember that First Communion 
and Confirmation are both 
2-year programs, regardless of 
your child’s grade in either public 
or Catholic school.

Our faith is
MORE than
just going
to church 
on Sundays 
or praying 
at bedtime.
We can 
TAKE OUR 
FAITH with 
us wherever we go! Do you wear a crucifix or a saint necklace or 
bracelet? Do you carry a crucifix, prayer card or booklet, Rosary beads 
or Bible in your backpack, purse, wallet or car? Well, if so, then you are 
CARRYING YOUR FAITH WITH YOU… which is the inspiration for this 
month’s Family Faith Project. When you are out and about this summer 
take pictures of your faith item in that environment. Below are a few 
creative ideas to Carry your Catholic Faith with you, or come up with our 
own!
· bring a book about saints to the park and read under a tree or on a 

bench
· each lunch outside and bring some holy family coloring pages with 

you
· go for a walk in your neighborhood with friends and talk about the 

things you are thankful for
· when packing for a day trip, pack a religious statue in your bag
· bring your Rosary to the beach, and pray a decade together
· bring your Bible with you when away from home for a night or two

Carry Your Catholic



I will never forget my first Mass. I 
was both excited and very nervous 
at the same time. I had prepared for 
this moment for almost a year. 
When I entered into my deacon year 
at the seminary, I was sent to Holy 

Family Parish in Duxbury. Each Saturday night I 
would go into the Church by myself for about an 
hour and practice celebrating Mass. I would read 
the General Instructions of the Roman Missal which 
gives the instructions for how to celebrate Mass. It 
describes what to do and also gives the theological 
purpose for what happens during the Mass. It was 
important to me to understand not simply what to 
do but why I was doing it. I really wanted to fully 
understand both action and meaning. I recognized 
that the sacraments are not simply a ritual but, 
rather, are intended to help us truly grow in our 
relationship with God.

It was important to me that the theology of a 
particular action would be expressed by what I was 
doing when celebrating Mass. I would therefore 
keep going over a particular part of the Mass until I 
knew exactly what to do and why I was doing it. 
Some nights I would spend a whole hour on just one 
part or one action in the Mass. By the time of my 
first Mass I knew I was ready but I was still nervous. 
Ultimately, I realized that there is no perfect 
celebration of the Mass on earth. The only reason 
the sacraments work is not because of what we do; 
rather, they depend on the action of Christ and our 
participation with Christ, and not the other way 
around. 

The sacraments are often misunderstood as things 
that we do. Many people look upon them as rites of 
passage as they move through life. The central truth 
of the sacraments is not discovered in what we do: 
they are not about us. Rather, the sacraments are 
centered in the living God who is calling us to 
experience the compassionate mercy that He 
desires to bestow upon us. How we experience God 
in mystery is how we come to experience his mercy 
and compassion.

The sacraments are also another way for us to 
understand more deeply the meaning of the 
Incarnation. The Incarnation makes clear that God 
will use creation to make his plans known. In 
coming to understand the idea of the sacraments, 
we need to understand what they are about, and a 
good place to start is to understand how they work. 
Augustine called the sacraments “a visible sign of an 
invisible grace.” What he is getting at is that God 
uses creation to reveal to us his presence and his 
grace. The sacraments are a particular way that 
God, through creation, communicates his intentions 

to us. In Baptism we discover that He desires to be 
in a renewed relationship with us, and in the 
Eucharist, that He desires to share his very life with 
us. Hence, God communicates to us through human 
means to enable us to recognize his bounty. Water 
is understood to be a cleansing medium and 
therefore, through baptism, we are cleansed and 
then capable of a real relationship with the Father 
through our relationship with Christ empowered by 
the Holy Spirit. In the Eucharist, as we share a meal, 
we come to share our very lives with the One who 
calls us to the meal.  God uses common created 
works (such as water, bread/wine, and oil) and 
endows them with new meaning. This new meaning 
speaks to God’s intention, and through God’s action 
we receive grace that enables us to live more fully 
our lives with God. God desires only good for us and 
predestined us to be saved in and through Christ. 
The sacraments are one of the gifts He has given us 
for that to happen. 

Therefore, as Catholics we must believe that the 
sacraments are not of human design. God, and God 
alone, through the actions of Christ, instituted the 
sacraments—their power comes from this reality. 
There are many discussions about how Christ may 
have gone about instituting the sacraments, but 
they all ultimately place the power to do so solely in 
Christ, who is the ultimate lawgiver where the 
sacraments are concerned. The question can then 
arise about how many sacraments Christ instituted. 
The Council of Trent came up with the definitive 
number for us—seven. The seven are: Baptism, 
Confirmation, Eucharist, Penance, Anointing of the 
Sick, Marriage, and Holy Orders. This should not, 
though, be mistaken to mean that we cannot
understand ‘sacrament’ in other ways; for example, 

the Church was called the Sacrament of Christ by 
Vatican II. But, these seven are unique in that they 
each, in their own way, connect us to the Paschal 
Mystery so that our lives may be directed to living 
out our salvation in Christ. 

The question we might then ask is: how do the 
sacraments impact our lives? We believe that the 
sacraments are an instrumental cause of grace. 
What does that mean? It means that God, and God 
alone, is the principle cause of grace, and the 
sacraments “work” because God chooses to act 
through them. It’s like this: right now I am typing 
this article into my computer. The computer 
keyboard is the instrumental cause of allowing my 
words to be entered into this document. If I do not 
type them, nothing would happen. I am the 
principal cause for what is being written and the 
meaning that is being conveyed. The sacraments 
work in exactly the same way. God chooses to use 
water and baptismal formula to baptize. 



From our Sr. Priest in Residence
  The teachers tend to Babylon!

The sacraments are not magic. We 
cannot coerce God to act contrary to his 
wishes. The sacraments work because 
God created them for this purpose. We 
are simply following God’s intentions 
and fulfilling his wishes. And, as God is 
the principal cause of grace, we also 
believe that Christ is the primary 
minister of the sacraments. The 
minister we see is acting in the name of 
Christ, and Christ acts through the 
minister.  Whether or not the minister is 
in good moral standing is irrelevant. 
The sacraments are not about the 
minister or even the recipient. The 
sacraments are about the Church acting 
in the name and person of Christ to 
ensure his saving work continues. 
Christ will use whoever is duly deputed 
to serve in the name of the Church as 
minister of the sacrament. The minister, 
of course, will need to answer to God if 
they are not in a state of grace, but that 
does no t prevent God from using them 
as an instrument of his mercy in the 
lives of others.

Our ultimate understanding of the 
sacraments, then, comes down to this: 
they are God’s gracious gifts to us. 
These gifts are intended for one 
purpose: to encourage and strengthen 
us through God’s grace to live as a 
people saved in Jesus Christ.  Our God 
loves us so much that He will 
communicate his grace and mercy 
through whatever means are available 
so that we can recognize fully his 
presence in our lives. The sacraments 
therefore are ultimately rooted in the 
reality of the Incarnation. They are 
another sign to us of how God makes 
use of his creation to offer salvation to 
us. 

If you have any questions about 
anything, please do not hesitate to ask 
me directly, or send your questions to 
me at fr.brian@theholyrood.org, or if 
easier please call me at 978-254-0560.

Please keep me in your prayers.

In Christ,

Community

Richard Rohr has written: 

“I'm convinced God is saving history. God is saving humanity. 
God saves the whole not merely parts. One great 
misinterpretation of the Bible is thinking that God saves 
individuals from one another. That can't be the full meaning of 
salvation. The real collective message is hidden in plain sight 
throughout the Bible. Every proclamation of salvation in the 
Hebrew scripture is collected in the book of Isaiah. God 
promises to raise up all the tribes of Jacob, to all the survivors 
of Israel, ‘that my salvation may reach the ends of the 
earth’ (Isaiah 49:6). This is the first outpouring of the 
notion that God's message is for our whole history, society and 
humanity. All are saved. This usage is so constant throughout 
the Bible that we stopped noticing it. Everything then 
exemplifies the mystery of God, and then everything despite—
our unworthiness or worthiness—is taken back into God. We're 
saved because we're connected, not because we're worthy.

I truly think Christianity itself will not be reformed until its 
basic proclamation to the world is that we bear the weight of 
glory as a collective. Paul called this collective mystery the 
‘body of Christ’ (2 Cor.4:17). We've got to carry the whole. That's 
what all sacrament is communion, a shared meal and a shared 
table. We need to be in communion collected together.”

We need to discover the importance of community with others 
and to worship and encourage each other in the local church. 
(Acts 2:26 and Acts 6:40). This is where you meet your fellow 
Christians and where you have access to people who can actively 
encourage you and walk beside you. 

In the Letter to the Hebrews, we read: “Let us not neglect our 
church meetings, as some people do, but encourage one 
another” (Heb 10:25). We need each other to lead an active life in 
the worship and work of the Community. Things happen when 
we are together that do not happen when we are alone, the 
strength of each other’s faith will keep our life of faith strong. 

How can you expect to maximize your growth in Christ without 
learning from the wisdom and insights of other believers? Not 
only do we have to be in communion with our God and with each 
other, we must also consider the outside world. The church needs 
to move into the world. Pope Francis continually talks now about 
the church as witness to the world. The world needs and hungers 
for what the Church can give- and that is Jesus.

“Becoming companions on a journey is one of the most 
satisfying of human experiences. A journey makes us 
vulnerable, takes us from our more secure environments and 
commits us to the unknown. Perhaps This is why the journey 
has so often been our basic metaphor for life itself. Our life 
journey is a precarious pilgrimage, a passage through 
landscapes of promise and peril, a crossing from the darkness of 
the womb to the shadows of death. We travel in the hope that 
the light will not fail to guide us, that the star will not be lost, 
that homecoming will be granted and love not withheld.” 

                                                                                 - Gloria Hutchinson

Fr. Colletti



St. Mary Altar Flowers
Parishioners are invited to 
donate a floral arrangement 
to be displayed on the altar 
in memory of, or in honor of, 
a loved one. The requested 

donation for an arrangement is $40 and 
the dedication will be published in the 
weekly bulletin. If you would like to 
donate altar flowers, call the parish 
office. Please note that we require a 
2-week notice for your order.

                 Mass Intentions
          If you would like to request that a Mass be celebrated
              for a specific intention or person, call the parish office. 
            A donation of $10 per intention is requested when you
              schedule your intention.

For details on all available ways to 
remember a loved one, visit: 
www.theholyrood.org/remember-a-loved-one

St. John the Evangelist

St. Margaret of Scotland

St. Mary Parish

May the souls of the faithful departed,  
                          through the mercy of God, 
                           rest in peace.  Amen.

Janet McKenney
Wednesday, June 29 • St. John

Funerals
Recently Celebrated

Lamps
Each of our churches offers the 
opportunity to have the 
sanctuary lamps burn In Memory 

of a loved one. St. Margaret also has 
two additional lamps. The stipend is 
$25, and the dedication will be 
published in the weekly bulletin. 

St. Margaret Bells
The steeple bells at St. 
Margaret toll daily at 12 noon 
and 6pm,  Followed by the 
ringing of the Angelus bell and 
2 hymns. At 3pm, they play 2 
hymns, and 15 minutes prior to each 
weekend Mass, the bells toll a 'call to 
worship.' If you would like to dedicate 
the Ringing of the Bells In Memory/In 
Honor of someone, please contact the 
parish offices. The $25 stipend includes 
your dedication being published in the 
weekly bulletin. 

Siobhan and Michael Kalenoski

Nelson McCarthy
Thursday, June 30 • St. Mary



ROOFING
Morgan Construction

“We Installed St. Michael’s Church Roof”

978-670-4747
Residential & CommeRCial

Fully insuRed - FRee estimates
www.MorganConstruction.info

ST. JOSEPH  
CEMETERY

96 Riverneck Rd.
E. Chelmsford, MA 01824-2942

(978)458-4851

MONUMENTS         
MARKERS

LUZ GRANITE
1208 Gorham St., Lowell, MA

978-459-9799
www.luzgranite.com

229 Billerica Rd., Chelmsford (978) 256-4167 
www.aroarklaw.com

Roark Law  
Office P.C.

Annmarie Roark
Elder Law | Medical Planning

Estate & Trust Planning | Probate
36 Years Experience

JOANN B WYNKOOP
MA Certified General R.E. Appraiser #75350

978-866-7599
jbwynkoop@affinityappraisals.com

affinityappraisals.com
119 Drum Hill Road #187

Chelmsford, MA 01824

20 Drum Hill Road
656-5585

185 Littleton Road 
442-5588

Mark Lefebvre, CLU, ChFC
Kenneth Lefebvre, CLU, ChFC, CFP

Investment Services • Financial Planning • Insurance
One Olde North Rd Ste 303 • Chelmsford, MA 01824

Phone: 978-256-4700 • Fax: 978-256-4790
ken@cpfinancialadvisors.com • mark@cpfinancialadvisors.com

Securities and Advisory Services Offered Through LPL Financial, a Registered Investment Advisor, Member FINRA\SIPC

FENOCHETTI 
REMODELING
Windows  • Bath • Porches 

Additions • Decks • Basements 
Entryways • Kitchens • Repair Work

4th Generation Remodeling Co.
David Fenochetti   CSL #58149  HIC#159334

Office: 978-256-8150  Cell: 508-265-6775

   Payroll
106 Tyngsborough Road • North Chelmsford

Patricia DeFreitas, Owner
978-251-3003 ext 204 

pat@abcpayroll.net   www.abcpayroll.net

Eppolito Financial Strategies, LLC. is not a registered broker/dealer, and is independent of Raymond James Financial Services Securities 
offered through Raymond James Financial Services Inc. Member FINRA/SIPC. Investment Advisory Services offered through Raymond 

James Financial Services Advisors, Inc. Certified Financial Planner Board of Standards Inc. owns the certification marks CFP(R), CERTIFIED 
FINANCIAL PLANNER(tm) and federally registered CFP (with flame design) in the U.S., which it awards to individuals who successfully 

complete CFP Board’s initial and ongoing certification requirements.

EPPOLITO
FINANCIAL STRATEGIES

Got Faith in Your Finances?
In bull markets, people lose their fear; In bear 

markets, people lose their faith. It can be a long, 
arduous journey. We can help guide you through it.

Who is your trusted family advisor?

One Meeting House Rd. Suite 14
Chelmsford, MA 01824
(978)-455-7799
Larry.Eppolito@RaymondJames.com
www.EppolitoFinancial.com

Larry Eppolito, MBA
CERTIFIED FINANCIAL PLANNER™

President, EFS

Since 1964 
Audit, tAx And Advisory services

6 Omni Way Ste 201 • Chelmsford, MA 01824
(978) 452-2500 • www.Anstisscpa.com

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL 
(978) 250-7300

Asphalt Shingles • Rubber • Slate • Copper
Cedar Shingles • Synthetic Slate • Gutters
Free Estimates • Licensed & Fully Insured

ARE YOU LIVING A LIFE WELL PLANNED?
LET US HELP YOU STAY ON COURSE.

Mary Jo Metro 
CFP®, AAMS®, CRPC®, CRPS®, MBA, 

Financial Advisor
 17 North Rd., Chelmsford, MA 01824 

(978) 710-5401

MaryJo.Metro@RaymondJames.com
www.METROFinancialStrategies.com

 Securities offered through Raymond James Financial Services, Inc. member of FINRA/SIPC. METRO Financial Strategies is not a registered broker/dealer, and is independent of 
Raymond James Financial Services, Inc. Investment Advisory Services are offered through Raymond James Financial Services Advisors, Inc. Certified Financial Planner Board of 
Standards Inc. owns the certification marks CFP®. CERTIFIED FINANCIALPLANNER™, CFP

 
in the U.S., which it awards to individuals who successfully complete CFP Board’s initial 

and ongoing certification requirements

KARLA MILLER
REALTOR®, TOP PRODUCER

Please Contact Me Anytime!
CELL: 978-337-2915
LICENSED IN MA & NH
karlamiller@kw.com
QualityHomesbyKarlaMiller.KWRealty.com

Each office independently 
owned and operated

“If you judge people, you 
have no time to love them."

-Mother Teresa
The Parlee Family

The EstablishmentThe Establishment
restaurant - bar - functions

eatestablishment.com

75 Princeton Street, North Chelmsford, MA • 978-455-3111

Host your next function at The Establishment. 
We offer a variety of settings for your event. 

From our bright dining room to the two 
private rooms, our rustic mill location is 

perfect for weddings, showers, baptisms, first 
communions, mercy meals,  birthday parties, 

anniversaries and more.

Email Dawn at  
dzanazzo@yahoo.com  

for information

The Tuscan Room

The Banquet Room

Restaurant  
& Bar

 Sean Hannaway, REALTOR®
781.608.1724

Local - Veteran - Realtor
Looking to Buy, Rent or Sell?

I Can Help!
Sean.Hannaway@remax.net • www.HannawayHomes.com

J.P. RIVARD Trailer Sales Inc.
NEW & USED TRAILERS 

TRAILER & TRUCK REPAIRS  
& MAINTENANCE
978-251-9953

15 WESTFORD ROAD, AYER, MA

NEW & USED GROUND LEVEL CONTAINERS FOR SALE 20’ 40’

(978) 256-2561
www.chelmsforddental.com

 D. Lawrence Fadjo, D.D.S. Katherine R. Tyros, D.M.D.
 John P. Pietrasik, D.D.S. Randal S. Parradee, D.M.D.
 Ashim Kapur, D.D.S. Himanshu Shah, D.M.D.

Mon. - Thurs. 7 - 9 • Fri. 7 - 8 • Sat. 7 - 4
18 North Road, Chelmsford, MA 01824

Chelmsford  Dental Associates
Specializing in Irrigation Installations and Repair

978-967-4000 | www.acelandscaping.com

Irrigation 
Maintenance  

and  
Installation

“Let us Look Out For Your Future” 
DEBORAH A. GRIMSHAW • LAURA MCGRAIL

22 Middlesex St., N. Chelmsford • (978) 251-2882
www.beaconinsurancema.com

AUTO 
HOME

BUSINESS THOMAS DOHERTY DOYLE
ATTORNEY AND COUNSELOR AT LAW, PC
ADMITTED IN MASS. & NEW HAMPSHIRE

978-677-1019
5 Fletcher Street, Unit 2A, Chelmsford, MA
www.lawddoyle.com • tdd@lawdoyle.com

 Ad info. 1-800-477-4574 • Church Support 1-800-888-4574 • www.4lpi.com Holy Rood Collaborative 03-0756

CHELMSFORD
ANIMAL HOSPITAL

Pawsitively Great Care

www.chelmsfordanimalhospital.com
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(978) 654-6994


