
 

 

 

When I was in the ninth grade, I became a lector in my home parish. I will never forget 
the first time I proclaimed the scriptures. I was supposed to say “the loins of Judah” but 
instead I said “the lions of Judah.” It is one of those mistakes I will never forget.  
Remembering my mistake makes me realize how important it is for Christians to know 
and understand the scriptures. Saint Jerome was very clear about this; he said that 
 “Ignorance of Scripture is ignorance of Christ.” In other words, one cannot come to 
know Christ without having a real knowledge of Scripture. The problem is that we can 
treat the scriptures as a nice decoration in our homes. We have a pretty bible sitting on 
our shelf but it never gets opened.  

And yet the scriptures are a wondrous gift that God gives us. God wants us to have a relationship with Him, but He 
recognizes that it is not possible if we do not know Him. God also recognizes that we can only come to know Him 
through human means.  

So, He chooses to use human thought and expression in the form of language to help us come to know Him—to 
grow in relationship with Him. The scriptures therefore are not a human invention. Rather, “All scripture is inspired 
by God and is useful for teaching, for refutation, for correction, and for training in righteousness, so that one who 
belongs to God may be competent, equipped for every good work.” (2 Tim. 3:16-17) 

God used real people to proclaim, write, and craft this gift throughout the ages, and through the power of the Holy 
Spirit He ensured that the scriptures would always contain the truth. The scriptures do not simply tell us about past 
events, but also reveal to us something about God. God uses human history to teach us about himself, and its  
greatest fulfillment is found in the four Gospels. These stories are the fulfillment of all of God’s promises throughout 
the unfolding of salvation history. They are also a sign to us that salvation history is not complete; rather, God  
continues to express himself to us today through the scriptures. He continues to reveal himself to us. As such, as in 
the Incarnation, we can hear the voice of God through the gift of the scriptures. God continues to use creation—
human means—to convey to us what He desires to teach us.  

Hence, we believe that the scriptures are a living word—the very word of salvation. They don’t simply report to us 
what has happened in the past but are a testament to God’s enduring salvific intention for his people.  As we hear 
the Word of God proclaimed in our midst, we are hearing God’s saving intention for us in the here and now. What 
has happened in the past is also happening now. God is speaking to us and his proclamation is a moment of  
theophany (God speaking to us.) We are with Abraham as he walks with the Lord; we are with Moses on the  
mountaintop; we are with Elijah as he hears that small still whisper; we are walking with Jesus and his disciples. God 
is speaking his message of salvation to us, and his message is intended to direct our very lives. And we know that 
the scriptures are inerrant when it comes to faith and morals. God does not change his mind, and so the scriptures 
have remained incorruptible by the power of the Holy Spirit. Therefore, we can trust that what was spoken in the 
scriptures is the one and only truth: Jesus is the one and only truth that can lead to salvation. All that is in the 
scriptures, Old and New, lead us to Christ.  

One of the great capacities of the scriptures is found in the fact that they are multivalent: in other words they can 
be interpreted in multiple ways. There is no one single way to interpret the scriptures and that is why we consider 
them a living word. They can still speak to our lives by the power of the Holy Spirit (Ecclesiastes tells us that there is 
nothing new under the sun). The Holy Spirit has also preserved the teaching of the Church from ever going into 
error. What is happening in our lives now has happened before, and God has told us how to deal with it. As God’s 
word is proclaimed, it is made effective in our hearts through the power of the Holy Spirit.  We do, however, have a 
guide to help us discern the meaning of the scriptures so that we never interpret them in a way contrary to the 
teaching of the Church.  The scriptures are intended to set our hearts on fire, in order for us to live out the truths 
we hear and lead others to have that same experience.  

 



 

 

 

 

We are called to celebrate the timelessness of God’s promises and to remember that, whether the Scriptures are 
from the Old Testament or New Testament, it is the saving Christ who is made known to us. We are called then to 
listen, through the Spirit, in order to interpret the scriptures in accord with our vocation in life. We must open 
ourselves to the life we are being called to live through God’s saving proclamation. We must always believe that the 
power of the scriptures is found first and foremost in being the word of God. This can never be overstated. Since 
sacred scripture is the word of God, when we read, pray, or listen to its proclamation, we know that God is speaking 
to us. How those words take root in our lives depends on our openness to the Holy Spirit who alone makes them 
effective within us.  

If you have any questions about anything, please do not hesitate to ask me directly, or send your questions to me 
at fr.brian@theholyrood.org , or if easier please call me at 978-254-0560. 

Please keep me in your prayers.   

In Christ, 

 

Fr. Brian 
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