
 

 

One of my favorite churches in Rome is John Lateran.  It is a cathedral and is really the 
most important church in Rome.  The church both inside and outside is magnificent.  On 
the exterior of the building are carved in Latin: SACROS LATERAN ECCLES OMNIUM VRBIS 
ET ORBIS ECCLESIARVM MATER ET CAPUT ("Most Holy Lateran Church, mother and head 
of all the churches in the city and the world")  As we read this we could easily  
misinterpret what it means.  Often when we hear the word church we think about a 
building.  But, in reality, the building is simply a representation of something far more 
important. 

As Saint Peter wrote, “Rid yourselves of all malice and all deceit, insincerity, envy, and 
all slander; like newborn infants, long for pure spiritual milk so that through it you may grow into salvation, for you 
have tasted that the Lord is good. Come to Him, a living stone, rejected by human beings but chosen and precious 
in the sight of God, and, like living stones, let yourselves be built into a spiritual house to be a holy priesthood to 
offer spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ.  For it says in scripture: ‘Behold, I am laying a stone 
in Zion, a cornerstone, chosen and precious, and whoever believes in it shall not be put to shame.’ Therefore, its 
value is for you who have faith, but for those without faith: ‘The stone which the builders rejected has become the 
cornerstone’ and ‘A stone that will make people stumble, and a rock that will make them fall.’ They stumble by 
disobeying the word, as is their destiny.  But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people of his 
own, so that you may announce the praises of Him who called you out of darkness into his wonderful light. Once 
you were ‘no people’ but now you are ‘God’s people’; you had not received mercy but now you have received 
mercy.” 

The church building represents us as the Church.  The Church is not about buildings made of stone, brick, wood or 
whatever.  The Church is made of living stones and we are those living stones.  The Church is built up one person at 
a time.  And each of us is intended, through lives grounded in our faith in Christ, to bring Christ into the world.  The 
Church is not discovered in the beautiful buildings but, rather, in the people who create the buildings as a reminder 
that they must express Christ in a public way.  Our faith cannot be hidden: as God shows himself through the person 
of Jesus, Jesus must be shown through us—each in his or her own way.  As Saint Paul wrote to the Corinthians, “As 
a body is one though it has many parts, and all the parts of the body, though many, are one body, so also Christ. For 
in one Spirit we were all baptized into one body, whether Jews or Greeks, slaves or free persons, and we were all 
given to drink of one Spirit. Now the body is not a single part, but many.” Therefore, each of us has our own part to 
play in the Church.   

But, if we are truly going to understand the Church in its fullness, we need to see it in light of Christ.  In his encyclical 
Mystici Corporis Christi, Pope Pius XII wrote, “Now from the moment of his Incarnation, when He laid the first foun-
dations of the Church, even to his last mortal breath, our Redeemer never ceased for an instant, though He was the 
Son of God, to labor unto weariness in order to establish and strengthen his Church, whether by giving us the shining 
example of his holiness, or by preaching, or conversing, or gathering and instructing disciples.”   

The very foundation, purpose, order, end, and meaning of the Church is grounded in the Incarnation (the union of 
the fully divine and human natures in the one person of Jesus).  The Church really has only one function and that is 
to continue the mission of Christ in the world.  It is in a real sense intended: through the proclamation of Christ 
message; the handing on of the scriptures; and the celebration of the sacraments; to be the continuing presence of 
Christ in the world.  The Church is intended to incarnate Christ in all that she does.   

The only way that happens is if people are willing to be a true part of the body of Christ.  It only works when people 
are willing to be those living stones.  Christ has given us many great gifts, but the most important ones He has left 
in the care of his Church: scriptures, sacraments, proper teaching.  In all of these Christ comes to be both expressed 
and experienced.  The Church’s only purpose then is to lead us to a life of salvation by continuing the mission of 
Christ.  By living out its mission, the Church allows Christ to continue to be seen in the world.  As God is seen in  



 

 

 

 

Christ, so Christ is seen in the Church.  The Church embodies the Incarnation simply through being true to her mis-
sion.  

If you have any questions about anything, please do not hesitate to ask me directly, or send your questions to me 
at fr.brian@theholyrood.org , or if easier please call me at 978-254-0560. 

Please keep me in your prayers.   

In Christ, 

 

Fr. Brian 
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