
 

 

When I was ten years old, I was an altar server at my home parish, Saint Michael in 
Hudson, MA. One day, while I was kneeling next to the altar and the priest was praying 
the Eucharistic prayer, this thought came to me: “It would be cool to do what the priest 
is doing.” At that moment, it was pretty clear to me that God was calling me to the 
priesthood and that call honestly never left me. It was not so much that I resisted the 
call, but it would be many years later before it was fulfilled.  I spoke often in my life that 
I felt called to be a priest, but it is obvious to me now that God had to take some time 
with me—to get me ready. I was 25 when the time arrived, and I applied and was  
accepted to the seminary. As my life unfolded throughout the years of ministry that  

followed, I have no doubt that it all happened according to God’s timetable. 

Jesus also had no doubt at a young age about what He was being called to do. We see that in the incident when 
Mary and Joseph searched for Him at the temple. When they discovered Him there speaking to the elders, his  
response to them was simple: “Why were you looking for me? Did you not know that I must be in my Father’s 
house?” Jesus’ ministry would not start until He was 30 years old, but at the age of 12 He was prepared to do exactly 
what the Father expected Him to do. 

The ministry of Christ came straight out of his humanity and is an important lesson to us about how we are called 
to live our own lives. The life of any person, but especially a Christian, is one of mission. We have a responsibility to 
discover the person God created us to be. We must come to discern the particular gifts that God has given us and 
how we must put them to use, to further his kingdom. In the life of Christ, so often the real message of Christ gets 
lost in the tangential things that He did. People will focus on the miracles or a particular sound bite and that is what 
they take away.  

The problem is that it distracts us from the hard work of being open to God’s grace and cooperating with that grace, 
to discern our part in God’s plan of salvation. Life is getting hard and so people look to miracles and wonder why 
God does not answer their prayers and make “something good” happen. If God was truly loving, nothing bad should 
happen in a person’s life. And yet, if they take an honest look at Christ’s life of ministry, they will see—even in his 
young life—there was hardship, pain, and difficulties that are simply part of life. God’s love is discovered not in 
having a pain-free life, but in his promise that He is there with us to help us. And the life of a Christian cannot be 
slimmed down to a few sound bites. “Treat others the way you would want them to treat you.” “Love God and love 
your neighbor as yourself.” And the like. When our faith is shrunk down to a few lines on a motivational poster, its 
truth, depth and beauty are completely lost: Christianity is portrayed as one faith among many where they are all 
essentially the same.  

The reality is that our faith is different because of the incarnation. Jesus is completely human, and in and through 
his humanity we can learn much; but He is also God Himself. The difference of Christianity is discovered in that 
simple truth. We are not one faith among many; as Christ makes clear, He is the only way to the Father. And as the 
Acts of Apostles makes clear, by no other name can one be saved. Jesus is the way, the truth, and the life. And He is 
the only way, the only truth, and the only life. Therefore, we must look to the life of Christ and discover, by the way 
He lived out his humanity, how each and every one of us must do the same.  

The ministry of Christ began with his baptism in the Jordan River. Jesus came from Galilee to to meet John the Baptist 
at the Jordan and be baptized by him. John tried to prevent Him, saying, “I need to be baptized by you, and yet you 
are coming to me?” Jesus said to him in reply, “Allow it now, for thus it is fitting for us to fulfill all righteousness.” 
After Jesus was baptized, He came up from the water and behold, the heavens were opened [for him], and He saw 
the Spirit of God descending like a dove [and] coming upon Him. And a voice came from the heavens, saying, “This 
is my beloved Son, with whom I am well pleased.”  

 

 



 

 

 

 

From the start of his ministry Jesus understood that God had a plan for Him, and following that plan was an act of 
righteousness. God has a similar plan for us, and the life of salvation is discovered in discerning that plan and coop-
erating with God’s will. We, unlike Christ, can only do that by being open to God’s grace. Our baptism and the other 
sacraments help us to be open to, and to experience, that grace.  

Jesus would leave John and go out into the desert for 40 days and 40 nights to discern exactly how the Father was 
now preparing Him for his life of ministry. We also are called to ascetical practices in the same way: prayer, fasting 
and almsgiving. We often look at these as something we are doing for God, but when we look to Christ, it was 
something God was doing for Him through these actions. We should pray, not to convince God of something but 
rather, to discern his will. All of the ascetical practices are a means of bringing us closer to God and discovering 
through them how we should live the life we are called to.  

Of course, this goes against the way our society looks at life. It is all about the individual determining for himself or 
herself the truth of who they are: the truths of the individual are fluid and definable by one’s own determination. 
BUT—this is contrary to the way of Christ! As Christians our lives come down to one question and one question only. 
It is the only question Christ ever asked, “What is the Father’s will for me?” As we explore the ministry and life of 
Christ, we will see how He lived out his Father’s will. 

If you have any questions about anything, please do not hesitate to ask me directly, or send your questions to me 
at fr.brian@theholyrood.org. If easier, call me at 978-254-0560. 

Please keep me in your prayers.   

In Christ, 

 

Fr. Brian 
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