
 

 

In March of 2001 I received a call from Bishop Murphy’s office, who at the time was the 
Vicar General for the Archdiocese of Boston. (essentially, he was second in command). 
His secretary asked if it was possible for me to come and speak with him the next week. 
My response was, of course, yes and we set a date and time for the meeting. When I 
arrived at his office, we sat and talked for a bit as we had previously lived together in my 
first assignment. He then got to the point of the meeting. The Cardinal wanted me to 
consider going back to school to get my degree in liturgy, in order to become the Director 
of the Office for Worship. He gave me a week to think about it. Honestly, it was not 
something that I wanted to do—particularly going back to school. After a week of think-

ing about it, I did not have a clear answer. There were many concerns that I had, such as: my dad was very ill, the 
parish I was serving at was truly a wonderful community and I wanted to stay there, and some other things. I  
struggled with what I should do and asked for more time to discern. So, he gave me a few more days. I remember 
clearly that it was the Third Sunday of Lent and my turn to preside at adoration, evening prayer and benediction. As 
I prayed before the exposed Eucharist—trying to discern what God wanted me to do—a simple question came into 
my head, “Why should you stay?” In that moment it became clear what God wanted of me. The next day I called 
Bishop Murphy and told him I would go on for further studies. 

In that moment God reminded me of a simple truth: my calling is not to be a parish priest, but a diocesan priest. 
And that means that the needs of the Archdiocese outweigh the needs of any particular community that the Cardinal 
may send me to serve. Ultimately, where the service that my calling to the priesthood leads me is not always going 
to make people happy. No one community or communities can take ownership of that calling. The greater needs of 
the Church will always take precedence.  

Jesus himself faced this very dilemma: “Rising very early before dawn, He left and went off to a deserted place, 
where He prayed. Simon and those who were with Him pursued Him and on finding Him said, “Everyone is looking 
for you.” He told them, “Let us go on to the nearby villages that I may preach there also. For this purpose have I 
come.” So He went into their synagogues, preaching and driving out demons throughout the whole of Galilee.” 
Jesus’ mission was not to any particular community but to the people as a whole. He could not stay where they 
wanted him to because He needed to bring his message far and wide.  

Jesus also made it clear that his mission and our mission is one of service. He told us this directly, “I have come not 
to be served but to serve.” The life of service was of course first to God the Father and then to humanity. And our 
sense of service must be the same. Jesus’ whole life of ministry was not about making people happy or healing them 
physically. His life of ministry was about leading people to God. His message was about what God intended them to 
hear and not about what they wanted to hear. And the reality is that many people walked away from Jesus. They 
did not like what He had to say. They did not like the challenge He presented to them. They did not like the fact that 
they would have to change their lives and views of life. It was simply easier to walk away. And yet that did not stop 
Christ from preaching the message that the Father sent Him to preach.  

In his humanity Jesus came to show us the way. It was not about miracles. It was not about having a stress-free life. 
It was not about having a life without issues or concerns. We are not guaranteed a life of health and well-being. In 
fact, Jesus was clear that following Him would bring the opposite. His disciples would be persecuted, humiliated, 
and attacked. The world would turn against us and find reasons to hate us. It is not the easy, wide and smooth 
road—the one of damnation. The road of discipleship is narrow, rocky, and hard to maneuver. 

He showed us the way to live this life through his very life and ministry.  The humanity of Christ is so important to 
us because He shows us not only the way to discipleship but what it truly means to embrace our humanity.  Jesus 
was like us in all things but sin. Therefore, when we reject the way of Christ, we not only reject Jesus but our very 
humanity. 



 

 

 

 

How did Jesus live out his life and ministry? First and foremost, He lived a life of obedience. The call to obedience is 
at the heart of living out a true Christian faith. It is in many ways the most important virtue. But it is the one that 
probably is the most difficult to embrace. We see that from the very start with Adam and Eve. They rejected God’s 
will and perceived for themselves the best way to be in relationship with God. They felt they could determine on 
their own how that relationship was grounded and would grow. It was their place to decide how best to worship 
God and live out their own lives. What we see with Adam and Eve we see in today’s world: not much has changed 
over time. People still believe that as long as they are “good” people; as long as they do not harm anyone else; as 
long as they “worship” God in their own way, all is good. Even many Christians look at life this way. The problem is 
that Christ lived his life radically different. And Christ alone embraced his humanity to its fullness. And Christ showed 
the way, “Who, though He was in the form of God, did not regard equality with God is something to be grasped. 
Rather, He emptied himself, taking the form of a slave, coming in human likeness; and found human in appearance, 
He humbled himself, becoming obedient to death, even death on a cross.” 

We will see next week how Jesus lived this life of obedience. 

If you have any questions about anything, please do not hesitate to ask me directly, or send your questions to me 
at fr.brian@theholyrood.org , or if easier please call me at 978-254-0560. 
 
Please keep me in your prayers.   
 
In Christ, 

 
Fr. Brian 
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