
 

 

Remembering events from our childhood can be an interesting exercise, particularly 
when we place them up against the recollections of others.  I often find this to be true 
when discussing with my siblings what home was like growing up.  The reality is that we 
all have different perspectives of what happened during any particular event.  Generally, 
the basic facts are the same, but as we enter into the details things can get a bit dicey.  
The question that often arises is: who is right and who is wrong?  And we tend to question 
the other person’s ability to correctly remember the simple facts.  But, if we are honest 
with ourselves, we are inclined to trust our own memory over that of others.  The truth 

of the matter is that in any given circumstance, each of us will experience the reality of a situation differently than 
someone else.  How each of us perceives what we encounter is based on a lot of factors.  As such, it is not that any 
one perception is the absolute right one, but, rather, it is the meaning that each person takes away from the event 
that really matters.  Obviously, the basic facts of what occurred cannot be disputed, but what each person focuses 
on makes them remember the event differently than others: what they will remember of the event will be seen 
through the prism of their perspective.   

As a person of faith this truth is important to recognize.  A perfect example of this diversity is found in the Gospels.  
In Matthew, Mark and Luke, there are many stories that are very similar, but all the details are not exactly the same.  
Does this mean that one of the Gospel writers got it wrong?  No, it does not!  Rather, we must realize that each one 
had a different perspective of what happened.  In the Gospel of Mark, everything is determined through the meaning 
of the Cross.  And no human being will claim Christ as God until He dies on the Cross.  In the Gospel of Luke, the 
primary focus is on the fulfillment of God’s promises, particularly concerning Gentile Christians.   Matthew, on the 
other hand, is directing his Gospel to Jewish Christians and the meaning of their faith after the destruction of the 
Temple.  The author desires to show the continuity of Judaism with Christianity.  These perspectives are not the 
totality of how we would interpret each Gospel, but, rather, they help us understand why the story details are not 
exactly the same for each author.  Each one is trying to convey a particular meaning based on their experience of 
Christ.   

Ultimately, what is most important about the Gospels is that they all agree on the same fundamental points about 
Christ.  He is the Son of God.  He is God incarnate.  Our salvation as human beings comes from Christ—and from 
Christ alone.  The salvation of Christ is found through his passion, death, and resurrection.  Christ is the final Word 
of God.  He is the culmination of all of God’s promises; therefore, each Christian has a responsibility to bring the 
message of Christ to the world.  Each Christian has a personal responsibility to continue the mission of Christ, but 
how each of us will do that will be determined by our own unique experience of Christ. 

The truths of Christ are real, objective, and unchangeable, but how each person will express those truths will be 
determined by their own perspective.  Obviously, we cannot choose to ignore the basic facts about Jesus, such as 
who He truly is and what his life, death, and resurrection mean for us.  A Christian cannot be considered orthodox 
but, at the same time, deny the Trinity or the meaning of the Paschal Mystery (Jesus’ death, resurrection, and as-
cension) as the only means of salvation for humanity.  The truths of our faith—from a Catholic perspective—such as 
the sacraments, the place of Mary, and so forth are not up for debate.  But how a person might view the role of 
Mary and what that means as to how they live out their faith is up for debate.  When looking at the Trinity, one 
might focus more on the Father than on Jesus or the Holy Spirit.  Or, one might focus more on the Father and Jesus 
than on the Holy Spirit and Jesus.  There is nothing wrong with that.  They are not denying the Trinity, but, rather, 
that is how they come to encounter God.  

What we must see in all of this is that there is a richness in the diversity of perspectives.  Because the Gospels each 
tell the story of Jesus from a different vantage point, we have a fuller picture of who Jesus really is.  It is true then 
that each Christian/Catholic has something to share in unfolding the meaning of Jesus’ life.  We must not look to see 
how they are wrong because they do not agree with us.  Instead, we should seek to learn what we can from each 
other about what it means to be a Christian and live out a real faith life in Christ. 



 

 

 

 

If you have any questions about anything, please do not hesitate to ask me directly, or send your questions to me 
at fr.brian@theholyrood.org.  

Please keep me in your prayers. 

In Christ, 

 


