
I have shared this story with you before, but I feel that repeating it will be helpful in 
understanding something important about the Church. 

 When I was eight years old, I went on vacation with my family to New Brunswick and we 
stayed in cabins on Lake Magaguadavic. We vacationed there every summer for a few years. 
And, each Saturday there was a pentecostal preacher who would come and set up some 
pretty big speakers so that you could hear him—it seemed—anywhere on the lake. Well, 
one particular Saturday this preacher was preaching up a storm and said, “If you can hear 

me, come and be baptized.” Well, I was eight years old AND I could hear him. So, I went to the cabin, got myself a towel, 
and started heading down the beach. My Mom and brothers happened to be sitting on the beach at the time and saw 
me heading off towards the sound of the voice. They quickly realized what I was doing and my brothers started laughing, 
but my Mom was not amused. She told my brother Kevin to go get me and bring me back. My brother ran after me and 
quickly caught up to me and dragged me back to my Mom. All the time I was yelling, “But I can hear his voice!” But my 
brother Kevin responded, “But I can hear Mom!” When I was brought to my Mom, she asked me what I thought I was 
doing. And I answered, as earnestly as I could, “But Mom, I could hear his voice.” My mom patiently explained to me 
that it was not necessary for me to be baptized. She had taken care of that shortly after I was born, and she told me that 
once you were baptized you were always baptized; it was not something that you did again.  

What I heard was an invitation and I wanted to respond to that invitation. When we are baptized we are essentially 
given an invitation by the Father to live a life centered in Christ. It is only through Christ that we can forge that true 
relationship with God, which is our deepest desire. Baptism opens us up to that relationship and enables us to be the 
person we were created to be.  

Baptism, at its core, removes sin and heals our very soul. The healing of our soul enables us to experience our true 
nature of being in union with God. It opens us up to real freedom and the ability to embrace the fullness of our humanity.  
Christ showed us what it means to be truly human: to live our lives perfectly in accord with the will of God. Our very 
nature is directed to that true desire. Sin is not simply the rejection of God; it is the rejection of our humanity. Baptism, 
therefore, calls us to live a life of holiness, which is only possible by co-operating with Christ who empowers us by the 
grace of the Holy Spirit.  

Baptism recreates us into the image of Christ making us a new creation. This new creation is one centered in salvation 
and holiness and leads us to a life of service. This life of service is defined by the threefold mission of Christ as priest, 
prophet, and king. As we come to share in the one priesthood of Christ, we are marked for a life of worship. This worship 
consists of offering our lives to the Father, and also acknowledging our right and duty to participate in the liturgical life 
of the Church and grow in personal devotional prayer. Through baptism all Christians are entered into the royal 
priesthood of Christ. We serve the prophetic office by proclaiming the gospel with our very lives. Prophecy in the Old 
Testament was not so much about predicting the future as it was about proclaiming the truth. It was about leading 
people from a life of sin to one of following the commands of the Lord. As Christians the truth we proclaim is Christ, as 
he said, “I am the way, the truth, and the life.” Christian prophecy is best done in action. As Saint Francis is reputed to 
have said, “Preach the Gospel and when necessary use words.” And finally, we live out the Kingship of Christ through 
service; As Jesus said, “I have come not to be served but to serve.” This life of service also takes seriously the reality of 
our stewardship of creation. We work to ensure that creation is used in the way God intends and, by so doing, we help 
others to do the same.  

Baptism is not simply something we do one Sunday and then move on with our lives. Baptism entails a life-changing 
transformation. This transformation occurs by the grace of God, but only finds its true roots in us when we choose to 
co-operate. God will make the changes but will never force his grace on us. And it is not a question of worthiness on our 
part because we are never going to be worthy of God’s grace. We simply need to lead a life that is open and accepting 
of the grace that God desires to pour into our hearts and lives. Baptism helps that to happen.  

 



 

 

 

Therefore, each of us must ground our particular vocation—or calling by God—through our vocation of baptism. It is 
only when we do this that we will live in such a way that allows Christ to be seen through us. We are each called to 
become an instrument of Christ. We are each called in our own way to build up the body of Christ. We are each called 
to become the presence of Christ in the world. We are each called, therefore, in our own unique way to become the 
presence of the Church in the world. We are called to do this wherever we are: at home, work, school, vacation, and so 
on. 

The Church is best seen then when we are fulfilling our roles so that Christ is using us as instruments of his grace in the 
world. This is how Christ’s mission is lived out by the whole community and not simply by the ordained and the religious. 

We will continue this discussion next week. 

If you have any questions about anything, please do not hesitate to ask me directly, or send your questions to me at 
fr.brian@chelmsfordcatholic.org.  

Please keep me in your prayers. 

In Christ,  

 

 

Fr. Brian 


