
 

 

When I was in the fourth grade, I attended Saint Michael Grammar School. One of my 
memories from that time was when I got into some trouble. I do not remember what it was 
that I did wrong, but I do recall that part of my punishment was to sit in the hall by myself. 
(The funny thing is that, for me, it is not really a punishment: being alone is something I truly 
enjoy.) While I was there, I began a conversation with God. I don’t recollect why the 
particular topic came up, but I distinctly remember what it concerned: I was considering the 
truth of our faith. Did it make sense? Was it reasonable to believe that Jesus was God, that 
He died and rose from the dead? Also, looking at the most important teachings of Jesus—

were they really a good basis for living our lives? I am sure some of you reading this are thinking, “No way did a fourth 
grader have this kind of conversation with God!” And I don’t blame you, but I need to tell you that I was a rather odd 
child and I had conversations like this all the time with God. But the point of my telling you this story is where it led me. 
I came to the realization that even if it was not true, it would need to be true. The whole Christian perspective is the only 
thing that actually makes sense. It makes possible the forming of a lasting foundation for living life to the full. From that 
point on, I really have not had a moment of doubt as to what I should believe.  
 
As I think about this moment in my own life, it makes me reflect on the meaning of the Church for me. The Church is not 
just some organization that a group of people chose to put together. Rather, God made a deliberate choice to create 
something that would continue until the end of time. But why would God consider this necessary? I think, to begin 
answering any questions on the Church, we need to start a little bit earlier and look to creation itself and the very reality 
and nature of the mission of Jesus Christ. 
 
As Catholics we must believe in something called Natural Law. What is Natural Law? It can be a little complicated, but it 
comes down to some simple propositions. First, God created all that exists, and so nothing exists that did not come 
about except through God’s gracious will. Second, whatever God creates, He creates with an order and purpose. Third, 
the responsibility of human beings is to use what God created only to the end, or purpose, that God decides. Any other 
use of what God created is disordered and sinful. We also believe that the Fall of Adam and Eve disrupted nature to such 
a degree that we have something called concupiscence, which means we have a tendency to desire that which is 
disordered—or better put, sinful. It is this desire to act contrary to the will of God that has led the world further and 
further away from God.  
 
There are also some fundamental truths that arise from the above. God has created all human life and, therefore, all life 
is sacred and has inherent dignity from the moment of conception to the moment of natural death. No human being is 
a biological accident—no human life comes about by human choice. All life is a deliberate and conscious act of God. As 
such, all life must be seen through this lens of sacredness and dignity, no matter the circumstances. We are called to 
love unconditionally all human life and, therefore, must treat all people as God would treat them. We also must realize 
that the human body—like life—is a gift from God, and so we cannot treat or use the body as we see fit. Our body is a 
gift from God with an intended order, purpose, and end to it; all decisions where the body is concerned need to reflect 
the will of God. The problems we run into in these areas, again, arise from concupiscence and the desire to act contrary 
to the will of God, and that has led the world further and further away from God.  
 
God, therefore, decided to make a plan for how to fix what we had broken. He recognized that we could not do it on 
our own, and so He chose to send his only Son to us. As Catholics, we must believe in the truth of the Incarnation. The 
Incarnation took place the moment Jesus was conceived in the womb of Mary, and that moment is called the hypostatic 
union. The hypostatic union is how we express the truth that in the one person of Jesus there are two complete natures. 
Jesus is both 100% human and 100% divine, meaning that Jesus is fully God and fully human at the same time. God 
joined himself to humanity in order to bring about our salvation. 
 
 



 

 

 
 
 
Salvation is essentially our perfect union with God, which fully occurs in heaven. The salvation of all humanity happens 
because of what Christ did on the cross. As Catholics we must believe that no human being earns, deserves, or merits 
salvation. Salvation is only possible because of the Paschal Mystery—Jesus’ passion/death, resurrection and ascension 
into heaven. If the Paschal Mystery did not occur, salvation would never have been possible: heaven would have 
remained closed to us forever. Our salvation comes about not because of what we do, but because of what Jesus has 
done. All those, who will be saved, will be saved through Christ and through Christ alone. As such, what Jesus has done 
is extremely important and different from what anyone else has done. 
 
We will continue this discussion next week. 
 
If you have any questions about anything, please do not hesitate to ask me directly, or send your questions to me at 
fr.brian@chelmsfordcatholic.org.  

Please keep me in your prayers. 

In Christ,  

Fr. Brian 


