
 

 

March 14, 2021: Fourth Sunday of Lent  

As we were preparing to begin the great and joyous season of Lent, I wrote to you about 
the meaning of fasting, and then, over the last two weeks we explored the issue of 
prayer. Today I would like to discuss with you the last pillar of Lent—almsgiving. This 
topic, to me, is extremely important as it helps to remind us of what our proper 
relationship should be, regarding the gracious benedictions with which the Lord has 
blessed us.  
 

Almsgiving is built upon two important principles. The first principle is that all we have 
that is truly good comes from the Lord. We do not “earn” what we get, but we are called 

to make proper use of God’s gracious gifts in order to achieve a good result. This basic truth leads us to recognize that 
“private property” is not an end unto itself. Rather, we are called to understand how God desires us to make use of the 
gifts He has given us.  
 

One of the things we discover in the scriptures is the notion of tithing, which means to give back to the Lord ten percent 
of what we have been given. God was very clear to the people of Israel: He expected the first ten percent of what they 
had to be offered to Him. The reason for tithing is to remind us that all we have comes from the Lord. We offer back to 
Him what He has given us, to help us keep in mind that God is the source of all our blessings, and not ourselves. I do 
believe that ten percent, or tithing, is a biblical principle that we are called to live out. However, that requirement must 
be tempered by other biblical passages, such as Saint Paul telling us that we are not to impoverish ourselves in order to 
meet the needs of others.  
 

In order to live a life of tithing, we must first ensure that our financial house is in order. And, at the beginning we may 
not be able to give that ten percent, but in time and with God’s direction it can be possible. Therefore, as we look to 
make proper use of what God has given us, we must first recognize that since all the good in our lives comes from the 
Lord, we cannot simply dispose of it as we please. The Lord gives us what we need for housing, food, clothing, education, 
and the like. Those essential needs are never to be compromised by our sharing of the Lord’s bounty with others. It 
does, though, call us to look at our priorities and the choices we make in how we dispose of the treasures we have been 
given. It is not a question of ‘do I buy clothes?’ but rather, ‘what clothes should I buy and how much should I spend?’ 
Simple questions, such as, how many television sets are really necessary, and the size and cost need to be asked. The 
second principle, then, is the setting of our priorities and necessities. This is not always easy to establish and we can do 
so only with prayer. But the important thing to recognize is that our choices affect not only ourselves but many others 
as well. For example, the cost of one electronic game or the cost of Netflix could help keep many others fed for a month. 
What we choose to spend our money on does have ramifications, and we must be aware of that and allow that to 
influence the choices we make. Ultimately, the disposal of what we have been given must be determined through prayer 
and an honest evaluation of what our true needs are, as opposed to what we may simply desire.  
 

Many times people will ask why God does not meet the needs of his people. The answer is quite simple—He has! The 
problem does not lie with God but with us. God uses us as his instruments and gives us the means to help others; the 
choice is ours. This is the issue at the heart of Matthew 25:31-46 when the sheep and goats are separated. Those who 
chose to be of use to the Lord by meeting the needs of others went to the right. God intends for us to be his instruments 
through his blessings in our life—He wants us on his right side.  
 

On a personal note, I also struggle with living out this principle and, at times, I need to change some of my own priorities 
to practice more fully this important way of living. It is a principle that I have grown into over the last 25 years. And, as 
I present this issue to you, I am not doing so to solicit more money for the Church. I currently do give 10% of my salary 
to charity but it is split in many different ways. I give to an inner-city parish I have supported over the last 25 years, to 
Catholic Relief Services, and to the Catholic Appeal. I also sponsor a child through CFCA, and I support the Pine Street 
Inn, Long Island Shelter, and A Woman’s Concern.  



 

 

 
In these different ways and others, I try to share what I have been given by God to serve Him as I believe He has called 
me to do. I ask you to use this time of Lent simply to pray about how the Lord is calling you to make use of the gifts He 
has given you. Saint Paul calls us to be cheerful givers and not to do so grudgingly. I believe that is possible when we 
humble ourselves before God to recognize our dependence upon Him, and to serve Him in all that we do. And that 
begins be seeking to properly dispose of his good gifts. 
 

My hope for you is that during this season of Lent you will grow in a deeper sense of making good use of God’s blessings 
in your life. 
 

If you have any questions about anything, please do not hesitate to ask me directly, or send your questions to me at 
fr.brian@chelmsfordcatholic.org.  
 

Please keep me in your prayers. 
 

In Christ, 
 

 
 
Fr. Brian 

 
  

 


