
Celebrating Black History Month 
Prominent events and figures 

Thank you for continuing the journey with the Social Justice 

Committee of the Chelmsford Catholic Collaborative in celebrating 

Black History Month. In this final article in our bulletin series, we 

highlight prominent events and figures in Black History, including 

several prominent Black American Catholics. 

• 1853: Harriet Thompson writes to Pope Pius IX to plead for the 

Catholic Church to minister to black people in New York and 

address the concerns of racism. This was the beginning of the 

Black Catholic Movement. 

• 1909: The National Association for the Advancement of colored People is founded. 

• 1915: One half century after the 13th amendment abolishes slavery in the U.S., the origin of Black 

History Month begins. Carter C. Woodson of Harvard and Minister Jesse E. Moorland founded the 

ASNLH (Association for the Study of Negro Life and History) to highlight the achievement of Black 

Americans. 

• 1926: The ASNLH sponsors a Negro History Week coinciding with the February birthdates of 

Abraham Lincoln and Frederick Douglass. 

• 1960’s: The Civil Rights Movement sees its dawn on college campuses as well as in the streets 

(including Washington, D.C.). This movement was inspired by the Prophet Dr. Martin Luther King Jr., 

whose marvelous ideas constantly advocated peaceful demonstrations without violence. 

• 1964: Dr. Lena Edwards (1901 – 1986) receives the President's Medal of Freedom for her work with 

the poor. Dr. Edwards was a dedicated physician and a mother of six. She was a member of the 

Third Order of St. Francis, and was also very concerned about the poor. In her later years, she 

ministered to Mexican American migrant workers in Texas. She had a very deep faith and dedicated 

her life to serving others. 

• 1972 - 1978: Barbara Jordan (1936 - 1996) represents Texas in the U.S. House of Representatives 

as the first Black congresswoman from the Deep South.  

• 1976: President Gerald Ford officially designates the month of February as Black History Month. We 

recognize the achievements of our Black sisters and brothers throughout the month. Every American 

president has assigned February as Black History Month since then. Each February specifies a 

particular theme for that year. The theme for this year is “Black Family: Representation, Identity and 

Diversity”. 

• 2000: St. Sister Katherine Drexel is canonized on October 1st, 2000, becoming only the second 

recognized American-born Saint. She was the founder of the Blessed Sacrament Sisters and the first 

and only Black Catholic University in United States, Xavier University, in New Orleans, Louisiana.  

While there is still much work to be done eliminate the sin of racism in America, a look back at the bravery, 

tenacity, and achievements of prominent Black Americans provides hope for the future. We dedicate 

ourselves to continuing in their footsteps to ensure that Blacks are treated equally in all aspects of American 

life. If you are interested in learning more about the work of the Social Justice Committee, please contact 

Craig Bonaceto (cbonaceto@gmail.com). 

We shall overcome because the arc of the moral universe is long but it bends toward justice. 

-Dr. Martin Luther King Jr., “Remaining Awake Through a Great Revolution”  

Speech given at the National Cathedral, March 31, 1968. 
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