
Celebrating Black History Month 
Anti-Racism Resources 

Each year, the Social Justice Committee of the Chelmsford Catholic 

Collaborative identifies a social justice issue with the purpose of 

educating our parish community about this issue and identifying 

ways to take action through service and outreach based on Catholic 

Social Teaching. This year is no different, and the social justice issue 

we are addressing is racism.  2020 was a sad and tumultuous year 

for our Black and Brown brothers and sisters who endured 

mistreatment, violence and even death, and time and time again 

justice eluded them. There is not a more relevant and pressing issue to be addressed. As Catholics, we are 

called to work to protect the dignity of all members of our one human family by confronting racism in all 

its forms. 

Black History Month provides an opportunity to celebrate the too-often overlooked accomplishments of 

African Americans and reflect on their central role in U.S. History. As we reflect on the prominent 

achievements of African Americans and also prepare to enter into our Lenten journey, let us also reflect on 

how we can enter into a journey toward a more just and equitable society and eradicate the sin of racism. 

This will not be an easy journey, but it is one we will take together through prayer, listening, and responding.  

As a step on this journey, the Social Justice Committee has prepared a list of resources to educate our 

community about racism and ways in which we can confront it as Catholics:  

• United States Conference of Catholic Bishops (USCCB) Committee Against Racism: 

http://www.usccb.org/issues-and-action/human-life-and-dignity/racism/ 

• USCCB Combatting Racism - Educational Resources: https://www.usccb.org/committees/ad-hoc-

committee-against-racism/combatting-racism-educational-resources 

• Open Wide Our Hearts - USCCB pastoral letter against racism: http://www.usccb.org/issues-and-

action/human-life-and-dignity/racism/upload/open-wide-our-hearts.pdf 

• Archdiocese of Boston Social Justice Ministry (scroll down for books, articles, and films on racial 

justice): https://www.bostoncatholic.org/health-and-social-services/social-justice-ministry 

• Pax Christ Anti-Racism Resources: https://paxchristiusa.org/resources/antiracismresources/ 

• How to be an Anti-Racist by Ibram X. Kendi (the committee is presently reading and discussing this 

book): https://www.ibramxkendi.com/how-to-be-an-antiracist 

Please stay tuned for upcoming articles in our Black History Month bulletin series on supporting Black-owned 

businesses and highlighting prominent Black Catholics. If you are interested in learning more about the 

Social Justice Committee, please contact Craig Bonaceto (cbonaceto@gmail.com). 

“We were put in this world to love him and our neighbors. Everything else passes away, only this 

remains. The tragedy we are experiencing at this time summons us to take seriously the things that are 

serious, and not to be caught up in those that matter less; to rediscover that life is of no use if not used 

to serve others. For life is measured by love.”  

– Pope Francis 
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