
 

 

The day after daylight savings ended, I was awakened by my cat Sally at 4 AM.  As far as 
she was concerned, it was 5 AM.  It did not matter to her that the world decided that 
the time should now be different.  She knew what time it was—it was time to feed her!! 
I did try to ignore her hoping she would change her mind, but she was rather adamant; 
she was hungry!!  I waited another hour but had to listen to her the whole time.   
 
Like Sally, the world will tell us many things about what is right and what is wrong.  The 
world will try to convince us that we need to change.  The world will try to tell us that 

we need to update our way of thinking.  The question is—how do we know what to do? 
 
Today, we celebrate the feast of Christ the King.  This feast reminds us of how we should answer the question, 
“what should we do?”  Like Sally, we need to know that we should not focus on what the world is telling us is right. 
The world wants us to look at life in a way that is centered on the person.  And, as such, how the person sees 
himself or herself is how we must accept them.  However, reality is very different from the world’s perception of 
things.  As Christians, we are called to look at life through the eyes of Christ.  How an individual understands who 
they are is irrelevant; rather, we are called to discover who we were created to be.  It is about seeking to understand 
God’s plan for us.  The problem is that sin can get in the way, and we can desire to become ruler of our own life. 
But if we are going to live life to its true potential, Christ must be our king. 
 
Jesus did not come to condemn us for our sins; hence, we cannot condemn others for their sins.  We must walk in 
the same charity as Christ.  However, an important caveat exists.  Not condemning someone for their sin is not the 
same as not pointing out sin in their life.  Salvation entails accepting the salvation Christ won for us by rejecting the 
sin in our life.  We must recognize that this is only possible through the grace of God, but, at the same time, we 
must cooperate with that grace.   
 
Jesus did accept all people no matter their life circumstances.  He also was tolerant of their brokenness.  However, 
Christ also made it clear that they had to change their mode of operation and amend their lives to conform to his 
teaching.  Loving someone does mean we need to accept their brokenness; it does not mean that we leave them 
in brokenness.  We live in a society that equates tolerance and acceptance as acquiescence in the choices a person 
makes, even when those choices contradict the teaching of scripture.  We often will hear that a God of love would 
never condemn someone for X (X being whatever issue the current culture approves).  We will hear that Jesus was 
about love and acceptance which, of course, is true.  However, Christ never left a person in sin.  He accepted them 
in order to challenge them to change, and we must do the same.  
 
But, before we challenge others, we must challenge ourselves.  We must take the plank out of our own eye before 
removing the splinter in another’s.  We must always be trying to determine how God is calling us to change, in 
order to be both the example and catalyst for others to initiate change in their lives.  Ultimately, like Christ, we 
must always be in the process of dying to ourselves.   
 
God gave us all the tools we need for salvation: Christ’s death and resurrection, his grace, his teachings, the 
sacraments, our conscience, our desire for a life with Him, and his making us in his image and likeness.  We need 
to make use of these tools to deepen our relationship with Christ and conform our lives to God’s will.  If we do that 
we will be saved; if we do not we will be damned.  Ultimately, salvation or damnation is our choice.  God will not 
condemn us; we will do that to ourselves by the choices we make and the life we live.  Those choices will inevitably 
impact our hearts for, or against, a life with God.  Christ came to show us the way—for Christ is the way.  Christ 
came to show us the truth—for Christ is the truth.  Christ came to give us true life—for Christ is our life.  He did not 
come to condemn us, but to love us.   
 



 

 

The question that is placed before us in the choices we make and the life we live is one of reciprocating God’s love.  
We do this not by doing “good”, but rather, by constantly seeking and living his will for us.  Am I living the life of 
one saved in Christ?  Am I truly allowing Christ to be my king? 
 
If you have any questions about anything, please do not hesitate to ask me directly, or send your questions to me 
at fr.brian@theholyrood.org. Please keep me in your prayers. 


