
 

 

Speaker of the House Nancy Pelosi said that “The archbishop of the city of that area, of San 
Francisco, and I had a disagreement about who should decide this [family size and timing]. I 
believe that God has given us a free will to honor our responsibilities…” The problem with 
this quote is it shows a complete misunderstanding of the Church’s teaching of free will. 
Honestly her statement is more humanistic than it is Catholic or Christian. Our understanding 
of free will has more to do with our relationship with God than our perceived responsibilities. 
God gave us free will in order to allow us to be able to love. True love is always unconditional, 
and it must be given freely. If God did not give us free will then we could not truly love. 

Speaker Pelosi’s statement centers free will on the person and not God. As such she falls into the same trap as Adam 
and Eve. Free will is a gift that is easily abused and, in that context, can lead one to sin and possible damnation. Free 
will’s ultimate purpose is to call us to discern God’s will and to choose to act in accord with that will alone. Anything else 
is sin. The only responsibility we are called to honor is to follow God’s will in all things.  
 
The issue of understanding what we must believe as Catholics is in many ways fairly simple. And it must be stated we 
do not get to pick and choose what it is we want to believe and uphold. The teachings of the Church are intended to 
guide us in every aspect of our lives and in every choice that we make. And the teachings of the Church are directed to 
one reality: our salvation. They are not concerned with what the world may believe is important or necessary. If your 
primary concern is focused on the limited time we spend on this planet, rather than what life is like for eternity, then 
the teachings of the Church really do not make much sense. The other way around they make perfect sense.  
 
The Church’s teachings arise out of what is called the apostolic tradition. Christ founded the Church on the apostles to 
ensure that his mission of salvation would continue until the end of time. The Apostles passed on Christ’s teachings 
through preaching and living out the faith. They formed communities of faith and placed bishops over these 
communities. This is also part of the Church being apostolic that the bishops are a living connection with the apostles. 
They as leaders of their communities had a responsibility of ensuring that the message of Christ was authentically 
transmitted. We see this happen through the creation of the New Testament canon and continued preaching and growth 
of the Church. As the Church grew it faced many challenges concerning the teaching of Christ and discerning the truth 
of who Christ is. The heresies that arose forced the Church to come to definitive definitions, terminology and expressions 
that would speak the truth of the faith. This process over the generations which helped to clarify our beliefs was 
controlled by the Holy Spirit to ensure the Church did not go into error. What was most important was to maintain the 
consistent teaching of the Apostles which came from Christ. 
 
The importance of the Church being truly apostolic is essential, for the Church can only be truly one, holy, and catholic 
when it is apostolic. The reason for this is really quite simple. The apostolic nature of the Church shows that the Church 
was created by Christ and sent by Christ to continue his mission. That mission is maintained not by human beings but 
the Holy Spirit. In other words, the apostolic nature of the Church is a clear indication of its divine origins and divine  
maintenance of the Church. The Church is holy not on the simple basis of its teachings but where those  
teachings come from, Christ. The Church is one not simply based on the unity of purpose but who holds the Church 
together, the Holy Spirit. The Church is universal not simply because of it being a message that is good for all people, 
places, and ages but rather who it leads us to, the Father. If the Church is not apostolic it cannot really be the instrument 
Christ desires it to be, for it could not continue his mission in the way he desires. 
 
The apostles are the true conveyers of the faith for they were witnesses of Christ’s life, teaching, passion, death, and 
resurrection. The very nature of their relationship with Jesus put them in a unique position to continue His mission in 
the world. As such, they are the messengers, witnesses, and authorized representatives of the crucified and risen Lord, 
as preachers, teachers, founders, and leaders of communities, and are first in the Church. Their role continued through 
the bishops, and empowered by the Holy Spirit, helped to bring a continuity of faith from Christ, through the apostles 
to our current day. It is why Church teaching is not something that can change in accord with the whims of the day. It is  



 

 

why Church teaching remains constant, for it is not about a set of ideas but rather how we are called to come into 
relationship with Christ. This does not mean we cannot posit truths of the faith that are not directly in the scriptures 
such as Mary being immaculately conceived or assumed into heaven. But rather all teachings of the Church must be able 
to show they are a natural growth of all that has come before. It is true that how we transmit the message may need to 
change. But the message itself cannot change for, when it does, it would lose that sense of continuity for truth is 
objective and unchangeable or it is not truth. The apostolic origins and continuation with the apostolic teachings is 
guaranteed through the office of the bishops working in concert and empowered by the Holy Spirit.  
 
The Church as we now see her is truly one, holy, catholic, and apostolic and as such is an instrument of Christ’s saving 
work in the world. May our lives come to truly reflect Christ’s mission in all that we do by our lives expressing these four 
marks of the Church. 
  
If you have any questions about anything, please do not hesitate to ask me directly, or send your questions to me at 
fr.brian@theholyrood.org.  
 
Please keep me in your prayers. 
 
In Christ, 
 

 
 
Fr. Brian 

 
  


