
 

 

September 20, 2020: Twenty-Fifth  Sunday in Ordinary Time 

For people, change is always a difficult thing to experience. It raises so many questions about what might be 
ahead for us. We get concerned about the endless possibilities and scenarios that we develop in our minds. 
We create an endless list of what-ifs. And for most of us, we don’t generally look to the positives first, but 
rather, to the darker clouds.  We fear the unknown, and so we wish to avoid change and remain comfortable 
with what we know. 

This brings to mind the many changes I have experienced during the 25 years of my priesthood. I have been 
blessed with many wonderful experiences since my ordination in May of 1995. And, most of them came 
about during the process of change—a natural part of the journey for those who are living out their priestly 
vocation.  

Since I was eighteen years old, I have never lived in any one place for more than five years. In a sense I have 
lived a life in flux. And, I think in that life of constant movement I have grown in some sense of wisdom. (I 
know there are those who would disagree :-) ) I have come to terms with many different questions and 
issues, as I have had to move on and adjust my life over that time. The biggest and most important issue for 
me is how to keep myself grounded when life seems so topsy-turvy?  Over time I have come to realize that 
there is only one answer to this question: keep your life rooted in Christ. 

Change is inevitable and necessary for growth. Nevertheless, it is uncomfortable and unsettling, and calls 
for a level of trust in God, something most of us want to have but are afraid to embrace. It reminds me of 
the Gospel story of Jesus walking on the water.  The disciples are terrified by they see, and then Christ calls 
Peter out of the safety of the boat to come to him. Peter does the unthinkable: he gets out of the boat and 
starts walking on the water towards Jesus, but he gets distracted by the storm, the wind, and the waves and 
begins to sink. As he is about to drown, he calls out to the Lord who reaches down to him and pulls him up. 
In order to be able to walk on water in our lives, we must be willing to accept change. It is there that we will 
discover our true need for Christ. It is there that we will discover that Christ will keep us afloat. It is there 
that we will discover the truth for ourselves—that we need Christ in order to walk on water and reach our 
destination safely.  

Life is not about staying safe in the boat. It is about hearing the call of Christ and being willing to take the 
chance. It is about being willing to discover new things about yourself through a new experience, and trust-
ing Christ, who will walk you safely through the storm. It is about recognizing that you will learn so much 
more about God through this whole process. Ultimately, life does not find its meaning in one place, person, 
or situation. Life finds its meaning only in our relationship with God, which must be mediated by Christ to 
be fully appreciated. Each time we are called to walk on water, we must make a choice. Are we going to stay 
focused on Christ, or are we going to allow the storm, the wind, and the waves to distract us? Are we going 
to use the call of Christ as an opportunity to grow in our trust of Him? We obviously do not know how the 
journey ahead will lead us to our destination, but we do know the destination—Christ himself. 

If you have any questions about anything, please do not hesitate to ask me directly, or send your questions to me at 
fr.brian@chelmsfordcatholic.org.  

Please keep me in your prayers. 

In Christ,  

Fr. Brian 


