
 

 

November 1, 2020: Feast of All Saints 

It’s hard to believe that November 3rd is almost here, and a part of me will be very glad when it’s over. But, at 
the same time I am looking forward to going to the polls. Being somewhat of a purest I will vote on November 
3rd. Now, do not get me wrong—I have no issues with early voting, absentee voting, or mail-in voting. Whatever 
gets the most people to exercise their right and duty to vote is fine with me. The important thing to me is not 
how people will vote, but that they vote. One of the great gifts of our nation is that we actually have a say in 
what we think should be happening.  

When I was younger, I was somewhat of a political junkie. I would spend hours watching the returns and going 
through the papers to see how the trends went, and the like, but over the years that has certainly waned. How-
ever, it’s not that the workings of democracy don’t fascinate me—they still do. Rather, when I was younger, it 
seemed to me that people got along better. Maybe it had to do with the Cold War and the common enemy—
communism, particularly the Soviet Union. It did not matter which side of the political divide someone was on: 
people generally agreed about being united and ensuring that we keep a strong and prosperous nation. We 
might have disagreed on the details, but it seemed that common values were shared across the political spec-
trum. The person on the other side was not your enemy, but rather, an American you disagreed with. There was 
a sense that we might not be able to get everything perfect, but that we could find some compromise that would 
serve the common good.  

The real issue was about governing a nation and not winning a battle. And though there were issues that people 
could not in good conscience compromise on, they still could find a way to work with those they vehemently 
disagreed with. The time we are in now reminds me far more of the 1850’s in our country. The nation got more 
and more polarized and regionalized. Positions of individuals got more and more hardened about how things 
had to be. In fact, on May 22,1856, Senator Charles Sumner of Massachusetts was beaten with a cane by Rep. 
Preston Brooks of South Carolina—right in the Senate Chambers! Preston Brooks ended up resigning his seat 
but was immediately re-elected by the people. The fractionalization and partisanship was so strong that people 
could only see an enemy on the other side. At this point in our history, it was not a question of whether or not 
a civil war would happen, but when. The split was already a reality and that reality would light the fuse of de-
struction. I am not sure we are quite there yet, but we are certainly moving in that direction as the level of 
political discourse is becoming further and further coarsened.  

As such, I would like to turn to our president at that time. In delivering the Gettysburg Address, Lincoln said 
“Four score and seven years ago our fathers brought forth on this continent, a new nation, conceived in Liberty, 
and dedicated to the proposition that all men are created equal. Now we are engaged in a great civil war, testing 
whether that nation, or any nation so conceived and so dedicated, can long endure.” Our nation has always 
been considered the grand experiment. And the question is: can we continue this grand experiment, or are we 
heading in a direction that will rupture it? I think the only way forward is to be reminded of what Lincoln said at 
his Second Inauguration, “With malice toward none, with charity for all, with firmness in the right as God gives 
us to see the right, let us strive on to finish the work we are in, to bind up the nation's wounds, to care for him 
who shall have borne the battle and for his widow and his orphan, to do all which may achieve and cherish a 
just and lasting peace among ourselves and with all nations.” 

Ultimately, we must remember those immortal words—with malice towards none. We have every right to dis-
agree with an individual for whatever stances they may take. We have a right, and actually a duty, to uphold 
what we know to be the truth and to work to ensure that the truth of an issue is maintained. What we cannot, 
and must never do, is treat the other with disrespect. We are called to love unconditionally each and every 
person. It matters not how they choose to act or what beliefs they may hold. They are never our enemy. They 
are a person created by God and loved by God unconditionally. As Christians, we must love as God loves—
unconditionally. Remembering the words of Saint Paul to Corinthians, “Love is patient, love is kind. It is not 
jealous, [love] is not pompous, it is not inflated, it is not rude, it does not seek its own interests, it is not quick-
tempered, it does not brood over injury, it does not rejoice over wrongdoing but rejoices with the truth. It bears 
all things, believes all things, hopes all things, endures all things. Love never fails. If there are prophecies, they 
will be brought to nothing; if tongues, they will cease; if knowledge, it will be brought to nothing.” 



 

 

Paul’s words are not the ideal of love; they are the only way of love. Anything less than striving to live out these 
words is a sin. This is the foundation of a Christian life and is intended for all people, and not only the ones we 
like or agree with. It is most fundamentally about those we may dislike or disagree with. As Jesus said, “love 
your enemy; bless those who persecute you.” These are not nice sentiments; they are the basis of life lived in 
Christ. 

Whatever may happen on November 3rd, let us be the foundation of bringing healing into our country. May we 
be truly the bearers of Christ’s love in a nation that desperately needs the peace that comes from Christ alone! 

If you have any questions about anything, please do not hesitate to ask me directly, or send your questions to 
me at fr.brian@chelmsfordcatholic.org.  

Please keep me in your prayers. 

In Christ, 

 

Fr. Brian 


