
     Chelmsford Catholic Collaborative 

                    Pastoral Council Meeting 

                    Dec 8th, 2019 

The meeting was held at the new parish center at Saint Mary’s and called to order at 7:05 pm 

Role call of council members and guests: 

Peter Lando (co-chair)      Ray Wagner   Jessica Hagg (absent) 
Scott Davidson (co-chair)    Chicki Rigazio    Paul Therrien  
Father Brian Mahoney     Mike Condor (absent)   Laura Conte    
Father Corey Bassett-Tirrell     Angie McMaster  Augustine Tweneh  
Seminarian Andrew John Rondelli (absent)  Drew Jubinville   Karen Drake  
Ellen St. George        Lori McDonald     Rob Donnelly 
Beth Jacavanco (absent)                           Delaney Schiefen (youth)  Cathy Latina   
Katrina Horan       Steve McMillan                              Matthew Kunze (youth) (absent) 
Heather Hannaway (Director of Faith Formation)              Courtney Callanan (Asst Director of Faith Formation) 
Lynn Anne LaDuke (Faith Formation Coordinator) 
 
           

1) The meeting began with an opening prayer led by Father Brian using the iBreviary phone app.  
 

2) The minutes from the November meeting were reviewed and approved.  
 

3) The meeting started with a long discussion on the new Faith Formation program.  Present at tonight’s meeting to 
address issues reported with the program thus far were Directors Heather Hannaway and Courtney Callanan. 
Father Brian gave a quick review on the history of faith formation within the Catholic Church over the past 50 years.  
He strongly felt the program has long needed to be changed and should be geared not only towards the children 
but most importantly towards the parents so they could do a better job on teaching and practicing our faith to their 
children within their own homes.  This new program was 3 years in the making and uses the company Loyola for the 
curriculum.   Part of the reason Loyola was chosen over other potential vendors is because of its online presence as 
the parents can walk through the material with their children together.  Father Brian acknowledged that the 
program is not quite where we need it to be, but is still one of the best out there and they are willing to make 
changes to the lessons.  He reminded those present that he had stated many times in the past that the first year of 
this new program would have some rough spots.  Father Corey then added that when many children start coming 
to Faith Formation for the first time they do not know some of the basic Catholic prayers that past generations 
knew as part of their family life and childhood.  Heather Hannaway informed the group  that this is not a problem 
just in our parish as many other parishes are experiencing the same.  The challenge is trying to adjust the 
curriculum that best suites the needs of everyone involved in the program.  Heather happily reported that 
attendance at family turnout times and participation / gathering sessions is exceeding expectations.  But she 
reiterated that if our faith isn’t being practiced / discussed at home, that whatever is being taught in the Faith 
Formation program will only be temporary and the knowledge be lost.  Peter Lando then asked members from the 
Saint Johns group present about email sent out by Mike Condor the previous day sharing his concerns as Mike could 
not be present at this meeting.  In his email he stated that there was a decrease in the children’s liturgy at the 8:30 
Sunday morning Mass.   Some members from Saint Johns that were present have also witnessed this but do not 
believe the cause of it to be part of the new Faith Formation program.  The children are still in Mass but choose to 
not participate.  Father Brian responded that he has also observed this for some time now and will be addressing 
this.  Scott Davidson expressed that this issue, along with others Mike listed in his email, are legitimate and the 
logistics pieces of his email are fixable and need to be worked on.  With the new Faith Formation program being 
only 2 plus months old, rough edges still need to be worked out especially balancing the program for those parents 
who know a lot about their faith versus the parents who need to be encouraged to come back to Mass regularly 
and to give them the knowledge they may have had at one time in their lives or never had about their faith as was 
stated at the beginning of this discussion.  Karen Drake felt we should be beefing up the lessons as if the children 



were not getting any faith formation at home as she feels the current program is way too watered down.  Courtney 
Callahan mentioned that adjustments are being discussed for the family and classroom lessons including length of 
time allotted.  Angie McMaster expressed her concerns about changing the time spent for classroom lessons if they 
are shortened.  Overall, as much as this long discussion concentrated on issues and concerns parishioners are 
experiencing, Lynn Anne LaDuke reported there was some positive feedback coming from Saint Johns parents as 
they like the flexibility and empowerment this program gives the parents.  In closing Father Brian stated that 
although there are definitely issues that need to be ironed out, experiencing Christ is of most importance for the 
parents and children.  He is in this for the long haul and his role of visiting the classrooms will continue.  Heather 
thanked Father Brian for his presence in the classrooms at this has been a good experience for many and positive 
life changing for some. 

 
4) The group then went over the list below of action items leftover from November’s meeting. 

a)  Father Brian stated that the offertory has been going up over the past couple of weeks and is hoping that the 
trend will continue.  He will post information in upcoming weekly bulletins. 
b)  Angie McMaster reported that there will be no change in location during faith formation weeks for the Sunday 
morning coffee and donut community gathering.  Father Brian said the parish hall can go back to being used when 
faith formation is not taking place. 
c)  The Initiatives Committee stated they’ve put together a draft and will bring it up for discussion during January’s 
meeting. 
d)  Angie McMaster handed out name tags for the new P.C.C. members. 
e)  Father Brian did not have time to look into changing the date for the annual spaghetti dinner in April.  Will give 
update at next meeting. 
f)  Ray Wagner reported his son’s mason reached out to Paul Firicano to discuss chimney worked needed at Saint 
Johns church. Father Brian asked Ray to send him an email so he can follow up with Paul. 
g)  Father Brian reported that the heating system at Saint Johns is in much needed repair.  The lift project at Saint 
Mary’s is in progress.  And the ramp at Saint Mary’s will be bid out in the spring. 
 

5) Drew Jubinville brought up the state of the yellow markers placed on the stairs at Saint Johns.   Father Brian asked 
Drew to send him an email to follow up. 
 

6) Drew then brought up issues with room availability and the reservation system at Saint Johns as it ‘appears’ rooms 
are being blocked out and not being used during those designated times when they can be used by other groups. 

 
7) Round table discussion 

a) Angie McMaster asked why there wasn’t an outside nativity set at Saint Johns.  Father Brian requested for her 
to send him an email. 

b) Lori McDonald reported glitch with the ministry software.   
c) Chicki Rigazio was approached by parishioners at Saint Mary’s that the stairways need to be swept and the food 

pantry area is overflowing as well. 
d) Drew Jubinville announced the next ACTS men’s retreat dates Feb 13th through 16th 2020. 
e) Peter Lando complimented the choir and kudos to John Volpe on their performance recently at Saint Mary’s. 
f) Steve McMillan liked the Adoration portion of the Faith Formation program. 
g) Ellen St George asked everyone to pray for Beth Jacavanco as she may be losing her job. 
h) Cathy Latina thanked Father Brian for the homily at the funeral service he presided over the day before.   
i) Scott Davidson announced that during Advent,  both churches are looking for volunteering during the week 

every evening. 
 

 List of tasks to be completed prior to next month’s meeting 
a) Review of monthly meeting minutes by ALL P.C.C. members once they are sent via email by Ray. 
a) Update from Initiatives Committee. 
b) Update on facility projects by Father Brian. 
c) Father Brian’s Annual Spaghetti Dinner new date. 
 



Closing prayer was the Hail Mary… 
 

Meeting adjourned at 9:15pm 

Next meeting is currently scheduled for Sunday January 5th, 2020 – 7 pm  

Respectfully submitted 
 
YBIC 
 
Ray Wagner 


