
 

 

• If God knows everything, then He knows whether we’re going to end up in heaven or 
hell. Doesn’t that take away our free will since we can’t change what God already knows 
will happen? 
 

I remember asking my Dad this same question as a kid. I put it in a slightly different way, but it still 
made the same point. If God is truly omniscient (knows everything), what does this mean to free will. 
This is the way my Dad explained it to me. He said that he knows all of his children as well as 
anyone and so he can pretty much determine in any given situation how we all would act. My Dad’s 
knowledge does not in any way make us act in a particular way.  It is simply that he knows us so 
well and what motivates us that he can perceive what our choices will be. Now obviously my Dad 
was not always correct but probably 95% of the time he was. It was one of the reasons it was so 
hard for us to get away with anything.  
 

My Dad went on to say that the difference is God knows you better than you know yourself. 
Therefore, God is not determining anything you are doing. Rather, He simply understands why you 
make your choices and sees where your heart is going to lead you. You still make all your choices 
freely. 
 

There is also a difference between God and us. God does not live in time as we do. For God, who 
is eternal, all things happen in the same moment. We live life in a linear fashion. We have a past, 
present, and future. God does not. For God, all things occur—in a sense—together. It has been 
described as ‘the eternal now’. God simply lives in what we call the present. Hence, for God, all 
that happens in your life happens in the same moment. All your choices are yours and God simply 
understands what those choices mean. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 


